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THE writer of the followin g pages, in
the early part of his profeffional career,
entered into the military fervice of his
country, where he had an opportunity of
becoming acquainted with the difeafes of |
the army, which induced him to undertake
a work on the fubje®, and on the na-
‘ture and treatment of gun-fhot wounds.
He had arrived at this part of his treatife,
when circumftances, already too well
.knqw.n to require enumeration, feemed
A
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sabout to rekindle in Spain that fpirit of
rational liberty, which, though. not ex-
tin@, had {o loncr contmued in fuch a

. ﬁate of apathy, as to excite an aPpre-
.. henfion in unreflecting minds that 1ts re-
v1valw:§s 1f pra&mable, ﬁxtfrkmely ﬁemote.
The Britith nation, ever ready to affift in
fo glorious a caufe as the emancipation of
Europe from the fetters of an infatiable
defpot, fympathized moft cordially with the
patrmts of Spaln and'the folicitude to ’co-
'ﬁpefate in their caufe, feemed to pervade
all fanks of fnciety in the United ng..
dom. " 'The’ writer, naturally partmpatmg
“in " the fame feelings with the reft' of his
ctmntrymen, and a&uated by a follcrtude to
obtain ‘that addltwnal knowledﬂ'e on 'the
-fub)et‘?( {Jf hlS profefﬁatlal mveﬂt:n‘atmns,

which’ can only  be acqmred bn “attual
fervice; ' refolved; if poflible, ‘to’ afcom-

pany the forces which the Britith Gm'f:m'-:'.
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ment {o promptly fupplied for-the. aﬁfiﬂ:-‘-ﬂx
ancelof’ the Spanith patriots 1 but unfortu
nately finding ‘the medical department ' of
the firft expedition| was already filled, and
his' anxiety to witnefs| the cafiialties! of ah
army engaged in a ftate of warfare f}ill re-
maining; 1heing: totally uninfluenced by
any views:of rank ‘or emolument;, he  im-
mediately’ made ‘a ‘tender of 'his gratui-
tous fervices.to hisExcellency the Comrze
de Materofa,tas the accredited reprefenta-
tive .of “the Spanith: patriotss This no-
bleman received  his: offér 'with the’ moft
polite 'attention, but - reoretted that the
nature of his miffion did’ not'authorifé his
atceptance of’ the fervit:es of any Britifh
{ubject.’ 81 198 obasbub oa : eodig

o Thus dlfappoixit%-ﬂ'=a fecond time, the
writer determined ‘to pro’ceed imtﬂediatély i
to the feat of war, merely as a prwate in-

dividualy and: without any ‘appointment
A2
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whatever.—His Excellency the Britith
Ambaffador to Spain kindly interefted him-
{felf to promote this 1intention, and ob-
tained for him the following letter from
their Excellencies the Spanith Deputies :

M

'AO SOR. DON JUAN DE AREJULA,

MEDICO CIRUGANO DE CAMARA DE §.M.C. Y DEL

EXERCITO DE ANDALUSIA, QUARTEL GENERAL.

'SOR. DON JUAN AREJULA,

Muy Sor. pueftro y eftimado amigo, €l
Sor. Miniftro- nombrado. para Efpana, por
cffe Govierno, fe ha intcrefado-con nofotros
para que recomendemos a - Vmd. al i.rmé-_
merito Profefor de Cirugia, Mr. Henrique
Milburne, que pafa a efa con objetos facul-
tatibos ; y no dudando del favor de Vimd.
que coadyubara a {us obfewaciotiﬁs v buenos
defeos, nos tomamos la libertad de reco-
mendarfelo ; efperando de {fu bondad aten-

dera & efte fugeto, en lo que le permitan
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fus facultades, y a que le'quedaremos agra-
def_:idos.
N ro. Sor. qiie la vida de Vmd. Ms. As.

London, 2 de Oct. de 1808.

B. L. M. de Vmd. fus mas atentos f{ervres,

ADRIAN JACOME.
JUAN RUIZ DE APODACA.

( Tranflation. )
TO SOR. DON JUAN DE AREJULA,

SURGEON OF THE HOUSEHOLD TO HIS CATHOLIC
MAJESTY, AND OF THE ARMY OF ANDALUSIA, AT
HEAD-QUARTERS,

JUAN AREJULA, ESQ.
Dear Sir, and our efteemed friend, His
~ honour the Minifter, appointed for Spain
by this Government, has ufed his influence
with us, in order that we ihoﬁld wrecmp-'
“mend to you the very dleferving profeflor
of furgery, Mr. Henry .Milburne, who pro-

A 3
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ceeds to that place with a profeffional  obw
ject; and not doubting, from your kindnefs,
that. you  will-eontribute affiftance to. his
obfervations and good withes, we take the
liberty of recammenduw him to yous;
hoping from your goodnefs you will pay
attention to thu;-: gentleman, as far as your .
abilities will allow ; and for which we
fhall remain thankful,

May our Lord preferve your life many
years.

z undm'z,' October 2, 1808.
Yﬂur moﬁ obedlent humble fervants,

JUAN RUIZ DE APODACA
ADRIAN JACOME.

With this credential, he was on the eve

of dcpartmﬂ for Spain, when he had the
honor to be mtroduced to Mr. Gordon,

L TR SBT6T ¥ Sk a5 2o i,

* This gent]eman represents Worcester in the present Parlia-
ment, and his donation of 1,0001. to the fund j in aid of the

Spanish patriots; placed him for some time at the head of the
respectable list of sub&cnbers
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the friend of Colonel Murphy; whofe pas
triotic' zeal and liberality indueed him to
taife, clothe, arm, and equip a legion of
2,000 men; at his own private expence—a
munificent inftance of genuine:patriotifm
which requires no comment:— Colonel -
Murphy having written to Mr. Gordon to
requeft he would engage a profeflional gen-
tleman, properly qualified to act as prin-
cipal Surgeon to his Legion, the writer
accepted this appointment without hefita-
tion s and hairing feleted every medical
article and furgical mftrument, llecéffary
or likely to be ufeful, proceeded to Portf-
mouth; and embarked on board the Prim-
rofe ﬂoc;p of war on the 28th day, of
Navemberg 1808 ; and GI; the 10th of
December he debarked at Corunna, and
was plroccedin_g with all expedition to
Madrid; when at Aftorga he received
intelligence of the captivity of Colonel
A4
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Murphy, and met the Briﬁih”arxﬁy on the
' memorable retreat which forms the {ubject
of the following Letter:—
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TO THE

RIGHT HONOURABLE
LORD CASTLEREAGH, &c. &.

T =

MY LORD,

- "HAviNG had the honour of ﬁatiﬂg to
your lordthip my folicitude to accompany

the Britith army to Spain, and what the
objelts were which excited my anxiety to
proceed to the feat of war; the politenefs
with which I was honoured on that occa-
fion, induces me to take the liberty,of {ub=
mitting to your lord{hip a narrative of
events of which I was an eye-witnefs, and
each of which, however trivial, muft ever
be an obje&t of the moft lively intereit to
the Britith nation. W At
When I debarked at Corunﬁa, on the
“1oth of December, I immediately waited

on the Junta of Gallicia, from whom I
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inet the moft polite reception, and thraﬁgii
whofe mediation I obtained, without delay,
a fpemal pafiport to Madrid, from Doy

j’aggmrz Garcia Morena, Captam General
of that province; -and having procured

herfes and mules for myfelf and fervants;

I fet oft in company with an -efcort under
the command of *Captﬁm "Thackwell, of
the 1 sth Light Dragcmns;_whd were con-
veying {pecie for: the ufe of the Britifh
army. Being entrufted with the tare of
fome important papers, and alfo with a va-
luable feletion of i’urgeanS’ inftruments,

intended for the ufe of the Spanifh army,

® [ am happy in this public manner to express the high sense
of obligation I enteriain of the very polite attention I experi-
enced from this officer; whose exertions in executing the im-
‘portant duties of the trust reposed him,; were exemplary and
meritorious in the extreme, as were those of the officers updﬂr
his immediate command, to whose civilities and kindness ja"
general, 1 likewise consider myscif greatly indebted.
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I thought it prudent to continue in corris
pany with the efcort.

. On the 2oth Dec. we arrived at the foot
of one of the higheft mountains in ‘Ga;llicia,
which we were to pafs over, .in the
road from Nogalaz to Villa franca, seven
Englith miles in afcent, in the moft fevere
weather I ever experienced, the cold being
mtenfe, and accompanied by a heavy fall
of fhow ; of this occafion, I had an oppor-
tunity of witneﬁ"tﬁg the fuperior phyfical
ftrength of the Britifh foldier ; for while
the native drivers and cattle were ex-
haufted and unable to proceed, fome dyin g.,.
and others a&ually dead with the {everity
of the weather, the foldiers who formed
the de‘tachmgnt, although principally com-
pofed of convalefcents, encountered every
feverity with cheerfulneﬁa and overcame
every dlfﬁculty with {pirit. . T cannot here
omit an inftance of another predominant
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trait in the character of r£1y countrymern.
A foldier of the 76th Regiment having

found a Spanifh child almoft exhaufted in
‘the {fnow, wrapped it in his gréat coat,
and carried it to a hut nearly at the fum-
mit of the mountain, where I was obliged
to take refuge in confequence of my mules
being unable to proceed, and where I had
the fatisfaction to fee the poor child pre-
ferved from premature death by the hu-
- mane exertions of this man.

& All are not men who wear the human form."
KOTZEBUE.

On the ﬁ';th I arrived at Aftorga, and
waited on the Junta of Caftile, where I
had the mortification to learn that Colonel
Murpby had fallen into the hands of the
French ; and that the Britifh army were
ou the retreat, and hourly expefted at
Aftorga. Finding it impoffible to.accom-
phth my original objeé, of joining Colonel
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Murphy’slegion, I tendered my profef(fional
~ fervices to the Spanith government, whicly
were moft thankfully received; here ¥
found the hofpitals, convents, and many
private houfes crowded with the fick and
‘wounded  of the Spanith army; many
labﬂuﬁng under 'confaginus difeafes, and
all badly accommodated, and in want of
almoft every medical neceflary ; the wards
were all full, and many who were dying
with mortification of the extremities, oc-
cafioned by the feverity of the weather and
{carcity of provifions, were lying on the
floors and ftairs, fome under the piazzas,
and others on the cars on which they had
been conveyed, there being no reom to
receive them: this fcene of unfpeakable
diftrefs was aggravated by the want of
medical and furgical affiftance, many of the
wounded whom I drefled having remained
forfeveraldays in the ftate in which they had
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been brought in. . Under all thefe circums
itances, and-aware of the d-an::rcr to which
~ the Britith troops would. be. expoifed . on
their amval at a place where | the, fick of -

contagious dlfeafcs were indicriminately
lodgcd in almoft eYery: houfe ;- I thought 1t
- a duty meumbent on me to wait on Gen-
eral Fr afer, then commanding. th_: Britith
troops at Aftorga, to reprefent the. _danger
to hun, and to tender my fﬁu wces 1y the
removal of fych part of the ﬁok as could
:wllth ;.I__%j.- rle;y be removed, and;to mark
fuch hoyfes as I conﬁdcmc} 1mE,goper for
the TEC%PUGH of heal hy troopse,
The General, with his ufyal affablhtyJ
'pald cyery attention to my reprefentation,
apﬁsﬁddleffed the following lettf;r }0 the

Junta of Aﬁorga. .

£ =
i -
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.d_/i’org4 zgzé Dﬂc 1393

GENILEMEN, .. |
_ 1t being decmed expﬁdmnt, for thc _pres
{ervatmn of the health of the Britith
army, that the fick of the Spanifh army
fhould be collected in one place, and fepa-
_rated from. the former as much as pofiible,
1 haye to requeft that you wonld, without
delay, give authority to Profeffor Surgeon
Milburne to remove and difpofe of them
in fuch fituations, out of the town as he
may think moft iproper:. /
1 ra_rnain, with refpedt,
Gentlemen, -
Your moft obedient humble fervant,
M. M FRASER Lieut.-Gen,

Commanding H. B M. Troops as Astorga,
To their Excellencies the |

Junta'of Astorga,
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I had the honor to deliver this letter
from General Frafer to the Junta; and, in
confequence, orders were immediately if-
fued, enabling me to carry my intentions

inta effedt, copxcs of whu:h are as fol-
lﬂ'ws it | I

Ne fe impida al Profefor, contenido’en
la antor. Licencia el reconocer los en-

fermos Efpanoles, y dar la razon que fe le

pide.
Junia de Astorga, Dec. 29, de 1808.
(Accordado)
. MOLINA.
Lizdo. Costilla,
( Tranflation. )

Let not the Profeffor named in the fore-
going Licence be hindered from examining
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the Spanish fick, and giving the account
required of him, |
" Junta of Astorga, Dec.29, 1808.
(.G_ralllted.).“- ses, Mid
~The Licentiate Costilla, = 2 -
Si la Junta tiene facultades para dif-
poner de los enfermos, que refiden en el
Comisario Ordenador, Don Jofet: Ormi,
- Infpeftor de los Hofpitales; difpondra
efte miniftro (fegun me parece) de que fe
praftique efte reconocimiento, é igual
mente referbara efte oficio pafa-- fu go-

vierno. |

Asz‘nrga, 29 de Dacamﬁre, de 1808.
RAMON ORE LL;

(Tranflation.)

By the Senorio. -
If' the Junta thould have the author:tty

to difpofe of the fick which refts with the
R
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Commiffary Ordenador, Don Jolef Orm,
Infpeftor of the Hofpitals, let this officer
direct (according as appears to me). that
this examination. have effet ; and like-
wife he is to keep this document for his
own government. o

Adstorga, Dec. 29, 1808, ' g

- 3y | | . .RAMON: ORELL.

El Contralor Don, Leopoldo Saguete,
acompanado del Cirujano Tardio recono-
cerant los Emfermos afi de los Hofpztalcs

como de los Depofitos.con el facultatibo
Inn-les que cita efte oficio y le permitiran

el examen os t@dos ellos, afi de fus dolen-
cias como del numero de Enfermos que

{obiefe en el dia, inftruiendole el mifmio
Tandio con todas las noticias proprias de

fu profeffion ; ¥y el Contralor conferbara
en fu poder efte’documento para lo que

pudscfe eccunr en lo fubceﬁbo
st o shoRMZ
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The. . Deputy | Accomptant, [Pon Leo-
pplda Saguepe, accompanied- by. Surgecm
Tardio, is to examine the' fick. both in the
Hofpitals- and. the Depots, with, the Eng-
lith Profeflor referred to by this document,
and they are to allow him the in{pection
of the whole of them, as well of their
complaints, as of the number of fick there
may be at the prefent time. The fame
-Surtrean Tardlo s tg n‘:we b.m;a all the 10~
formation be’loﬂﬂmg to their profeﬁiﬁn,
and the Deputy-Accumptant Wlll kecp in
his pofleffion this document, in caff: any

thmg thould occur in future.
' | & _-ﬂRTIz_'.

1 endeavoured as far as pofﬁb]e' to carry
into effe what 1 had purpofed, in remov-
Ing the fick and Wﬂunded Spammds from
the houfes I had feleéted as proper for ‘the

reception of the Englifh troops ; but the
B 2



“* On the 29th of 'December 'the_f very

grateful countrymen ; in his official dispatch . detailing this
affair, concludes in the fnl'lnwiﬁg;\wbid# :  The affair was well
‘contested.  The humbers with which; Brigadier-general Stew-
art attacked wélfg nferior to thq. Fl;ench, it is the corps of the
grealest clharacte:- in their army ; but the supeqibi'iif of _t'li‘é
British, was, T am told, very conspicions.” Lord Paget’s rg..
Port on this oceasion js as follows ;¢ About nine o’clock I re-
ceived a report that the enemy’s cavalry was in the act of
crossing the river at the ford near the bridge. I immediate] y
sent down the picquets of the night under Lieutenant-colope]

Otway, of the 17th.  Having Ieft orders thiat the cavalry should

repair to their alarm Pports, I went forward to reconnoitre,

and found foyy 'squa.druns of Imperial Guards _fprmed and skir..
mishing with the piequets and other cavalry in the act of pass-

ing. Isent for the 10th Hussars, who ha;ring arrived, Brigadier.
soneral Stewart immediately placed himself at the. head of the
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brilliant affair  took place, in which the
British cavalry, under the orders of Lord
Paget, and the immediate command of
Brigadier-gcneral Stewart, {o eminently
diftinguithed themfelves againft the Impe-
rial Guards of Buonaparte, near Benevente :
andaconsiderable numberof prifoners being
fubfequently sent into Aftorga, I had the fa-
tisfaction of rendering material affiftance to
fome of thefe poor fellows, by immediately
drefling their wounds, many of which were
cxtremely defperate.  One in particular,
a fine ftout good-looking young man, muft
have fought very obftinately, as he had re-
ceived no lefs than fix fevere cuts of a {fabre

picquets, and with the utmost gq,l_lant_rg attacked, The 10th

Hussars supported in the most perfect order.”
Among the prisoners taken, was General Lefebvre, who com-

manded the imperial guards, and two captains,

#3
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on thehéad and body. He ftated that he te-
ceived|a// thefe woundsfrom oze of our dra~
gmnﬁs; who eventually {ucceeded indifarm-
ing him, by a fevere cut on the right fhoul-
der. I muift here obferve, that thefe unfor-
tunate men exprefled the deepeft fenfe of
' gratitude for my profeffional attention, and
- {poke in terms of the higheft admiration
of the gallantry and courage of the Britith
troops, wholie charge they affirmed was
made with funh,_;fegularity and impetuofity,
that it was impoffible to withftand its
effect. 'The commander in chief arrived
at Aftorga on the goth of December, and
on the following day proceeded with the
referve of the armj and the cavalry to
Villa Franca, at which place the divifion
under the command of Major-general Fra-
zer had arrived the preceding evening.
The gallant and illuftrious Marquis de
Romana entering Aftorga on the {fame day



with Sir John Moore, 1 had the honour of
an audience, and ‘again on the next day,
when hearing that his army were not only
in want of medical affiftance, but nearly
deftitute of furgical inftruments of every
kind; I made him a tender of my profeffi-
onal fervices, and the ufe of the very com-
plete fets of inftruments which I had in
charge. The noble marquis received me
with the greateft politenefs and condefcen-
fion, thanked me in very handfome terms for
my offers, and informed me he thould be at
Pomfeferada on the following day, where
he requefted I would meet him. It was
with confiderable regret that I was prevent-
ed from meeting the Marquis, as I fully
intended, from' the impoffibility of procurs
ing a conveyance for my baggage, as my
mules, from fatigue and want of provender,
were utterly unable to travel. The Junta

of the town, on my application. to them, had
"B 4 ;
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fent ﬁut pc'rfons' to endeavour to procure
mules for my accommodation, and 1in the
expeftation of their fucceeding in this ob-
jeét, I'remained in Aftorga till late at
night.—At this period advice was received
that the advance of the French army were
approaching, and that fome of the picquets
were actually within the town.—It is im-
poflible for me to defcribe the foene of
confufion and difmay which took place,
the inhabitants flying in every diretion,
loaded with bundles of apparcl, and other
articles, which had been previoufly packed
up. - In this ftate of affairs, it being ims
poflible for me to expeét any affiftance to-
wards conveying my baggage, I loaded my
horfe, and commenced my journey towards
Villa Franca on foot.  About two o’olock
in the morning I came up with the Britifh
army, which were halted at a village called
Mahz_anal? fourteen miles from Aftorga,
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On the road between this place and Aftor-
_ga, I fell in with a divifion of the army,
who were proceeding to Pomfeferada,
and alfo with five cars, conveying fome
fick men,. women, and regimental bag-
gage, following the grand army, on one of
which I took the opportunity of placing a
cheft of inftruments. Having waited fe-
veral hours 1n vain expeltation of the ar-
rival of thefe cars, I was {o extremely
an;{ious for the  prefervation of the in-
{truments, which were of the utmoft im-
portance, that I refolved to return towards
Aftorga, my fervant being from illnefs in-
capable of t_h_é tatk.—After walking about
eight miles, I met the cars at the foot of a
very {teep hill, not a great diftance from the
{pot where I had left them, there not being -
oxen fufﬁcien_t to drag them to the fum-
mit, the roads having been rendered ex-
tremely difficult from the depth of {now,
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As the French | a-rrhy was rapi& ly approach-
ing, T advifed the non-commiffioned officer
n chﬁrge of the party ‘to déﬁmy two of
the carsand their baggage, and to add the
oxen belonging to them to the remaining
ones, which he 'did, and was enabled to
proceed ; andl had the fatisfa&ion of af-
terwards {eeing them fafe at Manzanel.
"When' T “reached this place again, I
found the army had continued its march,
with the cxceptmu of fome fick, who were
o‘ohn'cd to be left behind.—After hamng
refted fome time, the cars before-men-
tioned ‘proceeded towards Bembebre, A
very heavy fall of fnow induced me to take
fhelter in a large barn adjacent to the road,
half way betw;eeﬁ:- that place and the
former, where I found about ten Englifh
foldiers, and fixty or feventy armed Spa-
~ niards.  During the period I remained

here, an alarm was given that a party of



French chaffeurs were approaching, and
myflelf and fome others had {carcely time
to efcape ere they furrounded the barn.—
Several fhots were fired at us, by one of
which T was flightly wounded. At Bem-
bibre I again came up with the rear of the
army, having on the road pafled a great
fumber of ftragglers, fick, women, and
¢hildren, moit of whom no doubt fell into
the hands of the enemy.*—A moft dif-
treffing objeét  attratted my notice during
this day’s march, which powerfully awa-
kened my fenfibility, and bccaﬁened deep
and fincere rvegret that 1 had not the
" means of effeéually relieving. The ob-
ject which I allude to was a poor {foldier’s
wife, who had been taken in labour, and

P ——————— e —.__._._-—-I-I—-—" ~ e

- S

* | communicated to the commanding officer of the Engliéh_
picquet the circumstances already detailed; and they had subse:
quently some skirmishing, '
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who, with the infant of which the delj-
vered herfelf, were lying by the fide of the
road.. All I could do was to render my
profeflional aid’; but I had the fatisfaétion
of fecing the poor woman and her child
placed on a car, by the humanity of a Spa-
nith officer, who was efcorting a party of
his' fick and wounded compatriots., [
thould have previoufly mentioned that I
paffed through a divifion of the Marquis
De Romana’s army, in my way from
Manzanal to Bembebre, who were purfu-
ing their route to Pomfeferada, |

Having  marched nearly fifty miles,
without reft or refrefhmen t, my fervant’s
tllnefs preventing him from affording the
flighteft affiftance, and the accident I had
met with on the preceding day beeoming
painful, rendered it impoﬂible for me to
proceed farcher on foot. In this fituation,
a_nd the enemy Preﬂing extremely clofe, |
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was unfortunately obliged ‘to abandon the
‘whole of my baggage, leaving if, together
with a very valuable affortment of 111ﬁru-
ments and medlt:lnes, whxch had beeﬂ'
feleGed with’ particular care at ﬂ*reat ex—
pence in England, in Bembebre, into WhICh
the advance of the Frerich army atﬂually |
entered 'before I' was ‘out ‘of fi nrht“ of the
place.—Soon after quitting the town of
Bembebre, I came up with the regr of the
army, and meetmcr Captain Thackwell, of
the 15th Light Draﬂuons, with whom 1

Aﬁorga, he ftrongly advifed me to pufh
on as faft as poffible, as; from the force in
" which the French appeared, and the ra-'
pidity of their movements, an 1mmed1atc
attack ‘was apprehended : indeed, xmme-'
diately afterwards, much fkirmifhing took
place between the advance and rear of the
two armies,
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The rear of the army halted at Caballos
for fome hours, and the enemy’s cavalry
continuing to prefs upon them very rauch,
our dragoons formed on a plain about a
mile diftant, on the right of the town, and
offered them battle. = Some fevere fkir-
mifhing enfued, and our troops eventually
fucceedﬂd in compelling *the_ French to
_retlre | . |
On the 3d of ]anuary the whule of the
Bn.tl_fh army arrived at Villa Franca ; and
although, from the extreme rapidity of  its
movements,confiderable numbers, through
exceflive fatigue, want of fufficient refrefh-
ment, and other caufes, remained on the
road, and in the different 1F.;filla_g;t:*as 1n its
vicinity : all things confidered, the retreat
to this place was attended with lefs lofs
and confufion than might have reafanably
been expeéted, where the difficultics to be
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farmounted were {o arduous, numerous,
and diftrefling. . | i
It was expelled that the army would
have received confiderable fupplies of pro-
vifions and other neceffaries at. Villa
Franca ; but were unfortunately difap-
pointed, great numbers of the inhabitants
having quitted their houfes, taking with
them every thing portable ; and thofe that
remained were in fuch:a ftate of terror
and confufion, as to render them appa-
| rently incapable of difcriminating between
friends a.,tad foes, 1t being impoflible for- the
Britith foldiers to obtain from them, even
by purchafe, articles which their French
vifitors woi;Ld -not have fcmp?] ed to extort
b}' force. | ic

. On the fnllawmg mormng the army
recommenced its march towards Lugo,
which, althpﬁgh a diftance of eighteen
Spanifh leagues, or feventy-two Englifh
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miles, may with propriety be affirmed to
have been performed almoft without halt-
ing, as the fhort intervals allowed for reft
at Nagolaz and Conftantine can fcarccly |
be confidered as fuch. |

The fatigues endured by the troops was
incredible, labouring under every {pecies
of privation; they had alfo to encounter
with extreme  inclement weather, and
roads intolerably bad. The cavalry horfes
in p-arficular fuffered meft feverely, and
- many becoming unable to proceed, were
fhot; as were numbers employed in the
artillery and commiflariat - depart'mehts
and in the conveyance of baggage. Indeed
hundreds of horlfes and mules were left dead
on the road between Nagolaz and Luga.

Some idea may be formed of what the Bri- |
tith dragoons underwent, from the circum-
ftance of their having performed a march
of feventy-two miles in twenty-fix hours,



twenty-four of which they were aétually
~on horfeback. - At this period the ftrag-
glers conftantly augmented ; and as the.
enemy’s cavalry kept clofe on our rear,
numbers of them were either killed or
taken prifbners.-—-queral. of the Englith
were feen dead on the road, having pe-
rithed from exceflive fatigue, privations,
and extreme cold ; as well as many of the
Spanith muleteers. A report having got
into circulation that the French inhumanly
maffacred all the prifoners that fell into
their hands during the mai'ch', occafioned
additional terror and mﬁfuﬁon amongft
the fick : the women and children, for
many of whom there was no conveyance,
and being unable to keep pace with the
t'roops, were unavoidably abandoned to
their fate.—The lam-entatiﬁns and cries of
- thefe unfortunate people, imploring affift«
ance, which it was impoffible to render
C



them, were. truly diftreffing; and ‘perhaps
d .fcﬁl.iﬁ more Cﬁlﬂ:ul@,tﬁjd to. excim:fympa'thy,
and compaffion never eccurred than-in the
following nftance :—A | poor woman;: the
wife of d foldier belonging to an Highland
regiment, exhaufted by hunger and fatigue,
funk lifelefs onthe road; with two children
in herarms, where'the remainedsand when
I paffed the' corps, ‘one of ‘the little intio?
cents ‘was ftill endeavouring 'to ‘extrac
that nourifhment from ' its parent S bofum
which nature no longer fupplied. - |
On the night of the 4th, &n&---m- ‘the
morning of the sth of January, the whole
of the army arrived in Lugo ; ‘and the mi-
{erable: and' exhaufted ‘condition of men
and ‘cattle rendered it abfolutely neceflary
to halt. " The arrival‘of the troops during
the night occafioned the utmoft - confufion
and alarm amongf{tthe Spaniards, inafmuch
as thofe'who ftill ‘remained 1n their houfes
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~ barfed their doots againft ouf men; which
were in confequence obliged: to «be forced
open. - This of 'courfe occafioned | many
quarrels and fcuffles between them ‘and
the foldiers 3 and as,’ in' many inftances,
the : Spaniards unfortunately: made' ‘obfti-
nate refiftance, the former were compelled
to oppofe f@rée..b}f force. 16l boruovashi T
On:the 6th of> January .the “enemy’s
advance approached near the town, and in
the afternoon of that day were- engaged
with our troops,-by. whom they were re~
pulfed with confiderable lafsf G e
~ From' 'the ‘movemeénts of the Lf:n’t‘:my
after this affair, it*Was confidered pmbable
they meditated a' general battle, and ‘under

- -'ll'

this’ lmprefﬁon I ‘pref'umf: it was that the
Commander in Chief took up the po.ﬁtw;n',‘
on.the 7th, in which he purpofed to await.
the attack, having previoufly fent forward
as'many of the fick' and wounded; and as:

c2
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much of the baggage as prafticable.—
Hﬂw.ever, no fuch event takin g pla_cé., ‘th"c
army proceeded on their retreat towards
Corunna.

Notwithﬁanéing the mifery and confu-
fion which prevailed on the march from
Villa Franca to Lugo, and which I have
cndeavourcd faintly to defcribe, was ex-
tremely great, all thefe circumftances were
now  confiderably augmented ; indeed,
words are ‘inadequate to depi@ the fcenes
of diftrefs which every moment prefented

themf{elves to notice. R
At Lugo and near it a confiderable

quantity of treafure was obliged to be
abandoned, as alfo great quantities of com-
miffariat ftores, and public and private

baggage.*

# Major-general Fraser’s division ha‘ﬁng ma:rched' seven or
eight leagues on the road towards Vigo, was recalled by the.
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. The vicinity of Lugo was peculiarly
pi&ﬂre{que and romantic, and near it was
a handfome bridge of < three wvery lofty
arches, which 1 underftand was ordered to
have been deftroyed as foon as the rear of
the army fhould have pafled over; but
from fome reafons or other, with which 1
am unacquainted, this meafure was not ef-
fe@ually accomplifhed.* :

The army continued its march fhrpugh

Commander in Chief, in consequence of his aplirehéndiﬂg an
attack from the enemy, which occasiened that part nf the army
to suffer more severely than th,e other.

# A medical officer of the 51st regiment, who, from particu-
lar circumstances, remained im the town till the French had
actually entered it, but who escaped at day-light, informed me
that the bridge was so far from being rendered impassable, that
some of the men in the engineer department were at that time
employed in removing the loose stones, which had been displaced
by the previous explosion of gunpowder.

€3
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“Vaumondé and Betanzos to Corunna,
where, and 1n its vicinage, they arrived on
the 1oth and 11th of January.,

T'his retreat, from the diftance marched,
and the numerous difficulties by which it
was attended, will long remain a proud

‘and honourable proof of the énerg'y, per-
feverance; and valour of the Britith fol.

a_ .

dier,*

* As I was not f:resént on the retreat previous to the arrival of
the army at Ast_prga, .I cannot possibly resm_-tl to mformation
_15%-;_7[ila_]l]'.jr accurate as that contained in the officia] dispatch of the
Ia'tE'Lieuteﬁﬁnt-generaI Sir John };Im;re, of which the feﬂuﬁjng'
1s an extract :— _ | | Ly |
"¢ On the 215t (December) the army reached Sahagun ; it was
fneceséary to halt there, in order to refresh the men, and on ac-
count of pfﬂvisiﬂns. The information I received was, that
Hars,h_'al Soult was at Saldana with about sixteen thousand
men, With posts along the river from Guarda to Carrion.

“* The army was ﬁrde;éd to march in two columns at eight
o'cloek on the night of the 23d, to force the bridge at 'Cﬁrrinﬁ,
and frem thence proceed to Saldana. At six o'clock I received
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-1 may venture to affert,” that it has no
parallel 'in’ the annals of modern hiftory,

-
S e - '-

mformation that coensiderable reinforcements had arrived at
Carrion from Palencia, and a letter from the Marquis de la Ro-
mana informed me that the French were advancing from Ma-
drid either to Valladolid or Salamaneca. . It was evident that it
was too late to prosecute the attempt upen Soult, that T must
be satisfied with the diversion T had made, and that I had no
Lime to lose to secure my retreat.  ‘The next morning Lieute-
nant-general Hope, with his own division, and that of Lieute-
uant-‘g@_nﬂr#l Fraser marched to Majorga. 1 sent Sir David

Baird with his division to pass the river at Valencia, and fol-
| lowed Lieutenant-general Hope on the 95th with the reserve
and the light brigades, by Majorga and Valderas, to Benevente.
The cavalry under Lord: Paget followed the reserve on the
26th 3 both the latter corps entered this place jfesterdayi We
continue our march on Astorga. Generals Hope and Fra-
ser are already gone on; General Baird proceeds to-morrow
from Valencia, and I shall leave this with the reserve at the
same time.  Lord Paget will remain with the cavalry to give
us notice of the approach of the enemy ; hitherto the infantry
have not come up; but they are near, and the cavalry sur-
round us in great number : they are checked by our cavalry,

which have obtained; by their spirit and enterprize, an as~

C 4
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and that it refleéts equal honour on the
talents of the late lamented hero by

cendancy over that of the French, which nothing But oreat
superiority of numbers on their part will get the better of,

“ The diversion made by our march on Sahagun, though at
great risk to ourselves, has' been complete ; it remains to ba
seen what advantage the Spaniards in the South will be able to
make of it, but the march of the French on Badajoz was
stopped, and when its advanced guard had reached Talaviera
dela Reine, and every thing disposable is now turned in ‘this
direction, The only part of the army which has been hitherto
engaged with the enemy has been the cavalry, and it is impose
sible for me to say too much in their praise, 1 mentioned to
]rﬁur Lordship, in my letter of the 16th, the surcess Brigadier-
general Stewart had met with in defeating a detachment of ca-
valry at Rueda. Since that, few days have passed without his
taking or killing different parties of the French, generally su.
perior in force te those which attacked them. On their march
10 Sahagun Lord Paget had jnformation of 600 or 700 cavalry
being in that town, He marched on the 20th from some vil-
lages where he was posted in: front of the ememy at Majorga,
with the 10th and 15th Hussars. The 10th marched straight
to the town, whilst Lord Paget with the 15¢h endeavoured to
twn it, Unfortunately he fell in with a patrole, one of whom
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whom it was conducted, and “the fur-
viving officers and men who were indivi-
dually concerned in its accomplifhment.
When' the tr‘uops' arrived at Corunna,
the tréﬂfpﬂrts in which they were to em-
bark had not come round from Vigo;
therefore, as the enemy were fo rapidly
advancing, ‘it became neceffary for the
Commander in Chief to occupy the moft
favourable ‘pofitions that prefented them-
felves, for the purpofe of covering the em-
barkation. Thereferve,underthecommand
" of the Hon. Major-general Paget, was
ftationed near the bridge of Burgo, which

escaped, and gave the alarm. By this means the French had
time to form on thc outside of the town before Lord Paget got
round, He immediately charged them, beat them, and took
from 140 to 150 prisoners, amongst whom were two Lieutenant-
#olonels and eleven officers, with the loss on our part of six or
eight men, and perhaps 20 wounded.,” |



had. been previoufly  deftroyed, but. not
fo effectually as'could have been whiﬂ;ed "

Here fome fharp ﬂurmﬂhmﬂ' took place
between them and the ~advance of the
enemy.—Sir David Baird’s and General
Hope’s divifions were the fame evening
advanced about two ‘miles in front.of Co-
runna, near to WhICh the French had alfa
taken a pofition. During this period the
Britith engineers and artillery were bufily
employed in affi ﬁ:nﬂ' the Spaniards in re-
pairing and lmprovmﬂ' the batteries and
fortifications on the land front of the town,
which were in a very defe@ive condition.

~ The guns and carriages moft unfit for
iéz'vice were now: replaced by others from

. * In carrying the ﬂbjECt of destrnjrm-r this bridge into execu
tion, an officer of the engineers unfurtunatelv lost his life

during the explosion.



43

the citadel ; amongft the former were fe-
veral brf:lfs ones of extraordinary large ca-
libre..: . New mortar-batteries were alfo
ere€ted, and the parapets lined with provi-
{ion-barrels, filled with gravel by the artil-
lery-men, for the purpofe, I imagine, of
protecting the gunners from the fhots of
the enemy’s mark{men. = It is but doing
juftice to the Spaniards to obferve, that in
thefe -efforts they were extremely attive
and affiduous; and in a wifit I paid to the '
batteries I faw two' young women in male
attire, and armed with fabres, afflifting and
'encoﬁraging the workmen, and fu-pply'itig_
them with wine and other refrethments.
On the morning of the 13th, between
eight and nine o’clock, a powder maga-
zinle, {ituated on the heights about two or
three miles from the town, was blown up,
to prevent its contents from falling into

the hands of 'the enemy. However, feve-
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ral hundred barrels of gunpowder had
been removed on the preceding day to the
citadel 5 neverthelefs, the ' explofion was
tremendous, the whole of Corunna*bcing ’
conyulfed as if by an earthquake ; many
windows were broken, and even the fhip.
ping in the. harbour experienced its effeét.
~ Theinhabitants not having been apprized
of this circumftance previous to its taking
place, were thrown into a momentary
ftate of confufion and affright.

- On the 14th feveral fail of the line and
tranfports arrived from Vigo, and the ca-
valry and artillery commenced their em-
barkation, with the exception of twe or
three brigades of guns, and a few dragoons
for the duties of the picquet; the fick
were alfo {fent on board.

- On this day I rode confiderably beyond
the Britith lines, as far as the moft ad-
vanced of their videttes, and had a full
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view of the French army, which at this pe-
riod occupied the heights on the left, next
the fea, their picquets being ftationed at a
village in the main road leading from Co-
runna to Betanzos, within a mile of the

Englith. It occafioned ‘me no inconfider-
“able furprife, from not being perfeétly ac-
quainted with military ethuctte, to obferve
the Britifh and French videttes fo near to
each other, as to be within hearing ; and 1
alfo noticed fevéral riflemen, concealed on
the fide of the road, ready to dirett their .
aim at any of the enemy’s officers who
might advance to reconnoitre. Two Eng-
lith officersinadvertently rode paft their own
videttes, and would in all probability have
fallen into the hands of the French, had
they not been called to by fome of the {ol-
diers, and made fenfible of their danger,

which they efcaped by rel:urnmg as: quick
as poffible.
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The fame day T faw two French off-
Eers, apparent]y“amﬁ-ﬁng themfelves' by
picking up thells on the fands of the: bay
at low water. They might to a certainty
have been fhot by the rifiemen, had they
been permitted to fire on them, being far
within the range of their pieces. ‘On fe«
veral parts of the road in this rieighbour-
hood, walls of loofe ftones were throw
acrofs, for the purpofe of t)bﬂm&ingi the
progrefs of cavalry, which alfo: afforded
excellent cover for the riflement to’ con-
~ceal themfelves behind:© The houfes and
villages on both fides of the ‘road ‘were
completely abandoned by the Spaniards,
and of courfe ‘taken temporary poffefiion
of by the armies. - As I was returning to
Corunna, I overtook a Spaniard who had
juft made his cicape from the ‘enemy, and
who related an anecdote of two young

women, who having remained in -é.’-'iril'lage:%



difguifed in> male “attire; were difcovered
and feized by a party, muﬁﬁihg‘abf | iiP—
wards ‘of ' twenty:French foldiers, ‘and
treated in a mannerstoocbrutal and inhue
mamferme todblcribebs il siil sunsd
1/ During the night the French fires, from
| the}rf number and  extent, revinced their
forcesto bewvery confiderable, and in''the
morning it 'was" difcovered they had re-
ceived ‘a‘ large réinforcement, ‘and that
they had!'moved itheir’ pﬁﬁtmn ito ‘the
hezghts ‘on the l'?o'htl sbetedis 019w w0t
- ‘Onthe rsth the advanced ouard of the
Britith army, ‘which'was ftationed on the
heights ‘near a place called Villaboa, was
attacked by the enemy, as were the other
outpofls, probably with the view of afcer-
taining-with more certainty the nature of
‘their: pofition, and the’amount of  their
force.. - This was confidered as a 'pre*
liminary meafure to’ a general battle,
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which was cmiﬁrmﬁd by the events of the
fallowmg day. o57 |

+The French this: day pofted two guns
at a: detached houfe: on the road, from
whence they fired on the Britith  lines.
They were foon' filenced by two Englifh
field-pieces, and obliged to retire with: pre-
cipitation.. The Englith guns were - fo
extremely well ferved and pointed, that
a thot from one of them was feen to
kill {everal of the eneémy, whilft their
efforts were attended with little effect,
 the fhiots moftly falling fhort of the
objects they were aimed at; indeed, I
neither faw nor heard of any mifchief done
by them, unlefs the killing of a mule may
be confidered deferving of that appellation.
One fhell pafled over the advanced poft
it was direCted againft, falling near the
- road amongft feveral Britith foldiers, with-
out gtcafioning any of them the fmalleft



46

injury.  The whole day was paffed in
continual fkirmithing, during which-the
cool and intrepid conduét of the Britifh
troops was =eminﬂnﬂy.cﬁﬂfpiﬁﬁﬂuﬁ and eXw.
-emplary. The late Liciitenant-colonel
Mackenzie, of the ift battalion of the
sth regiment, particularly diftibguithed
himfelf by his ativity and bravery: “Hav-
ing had one horfe fhot under him, lié ré-
mounted .on another, advanced agaih to
the attack, and unfortunately received a

wound from a mufket-ball, which occa-
fioned his death in a few hours after-
wards.— A moft interefting {petacle pre-
fented itfelf during this day in the move-
ments and operations of the contending
parties, being {ufficiéntly nedr for  me
plainly to diftinguifh every thing that teok
place. In one inftance I noticed a detach-
'. ment, confifting, 1 thould think, of more
than a hundred of the enemy, take poflel~

D
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fion of a houfe on the fide of a hill, from
whence they were fpeedily diflodged: by
the ‘Britith artillery, the firft fhot: from
whom' penetrated completely through the
houfe, 'compelling them to feek fafety on
the height by a precipitate flight.

| Thls,day and the preceding a great num-
~ ber of horfes and mules which had been
difabled were thot in the {quare of the ar-
fenal at St. Lucia, near Corunna.
# T havealready mentioned, that in confe-
quence of the enemy’s movements on the
m'oﬁ;ing of this day, a gellcral battle was
expefted immediately, but that nothing
more took place than a feries of {kirmifh-
ing. The delay, in all probability, was
occafioned by the reinforcements expeéted
by the 'eneiny not having arrived in due
time. it |
* The firing did not entirely ceafe till the
evening, when the outpofts were relieved,

¥
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and 'the' brave Englith  troops: who had
been engaged were' withdrawn to take
that reft which their vigorous and-arduous
exertions rendered fo requifite. The army
inhg‘e'ne-‘ra_l‘ had been fupplied with; their
due proportion of. 'ra}tic;nsl fince their ar-
rivalat ‘Corunna; ‘which the uncommon
rapidity of the retreat, and the local cir-
cumftances previoufly detailed, prevented
their ‘receiving with = regularity during
their march. Thofe foldiers who required
them ' were  alfo: furnithed 'with thoes,
ftockings, -and " other jarticles: of clothin o

' and new arms were delivered out, to re~
place thofe that had been loft orirendered

unfit for fervice. % wsasinglo

* On the morning of the 16th an unufual

degree of buftle and animation appeared to

prevail ;amongft the Spanith _.t,rmps'_:; and

inhabitants, his  Excellency ‘the ‘Com-

mandant, Doz faaguﬁz Garcia Mbré’m,
D 2
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having by proclamation and other me¢thods
exhorted them to exert their utmoft efforts
in co-operating with their brave allies to
repel the affaults of the enemy, and to af-
ford them every poffible facility towards
effe@ing their embarkation, Ttié‘:;]_a;r:jfn o at
the fame time it was his-determination to
defend the iplace to the laft extremity.—
This wvenerable ‘and  patriotic officer,
though apparently upwards of feventy
years of age, evinced the utmoit aétivity
and zeal in the performance of his duties,
being the greateft ‘part of every day on
horfeback; perfonally infpecting. the pros

g gmfﬂ of the works, and the mgaﬂmtmn

of the volunteers.®

4 The confidénce of the lnhahﬂan‘ta appeared to be congider-

ably :hmamg by the evénis of the preceding day. At the
house wherem 1 had apartments, the females of the family,

who were in high spirits, amused themselves by daneing to theis

{
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I again this morning vifited the Englith
advanced pofts, which had not altered
their pofition fince the preceding ‘day ; at
this period, every thin g appearing perfeftly
quiet, the foldiers, excepting thofe on
fentry, were refting and taking refrefh-
ment, but ftill in afituation ready to
turn out ata moment’s notice.  The men
had eredted for themfelves huts, formed of
boards, {traw, and other materials, bhaftily
colleéted from the buildings in the neighe- |
bourhood, there being very few tents.

Notwithftanding the fatigue the Eng-
lith foldiers had already undergone, and
the fevere confliéls thiey had recently been
engaged in, they appearcd in excellent

castanets, at the same time expressing their admiration of the
English, and contempt for the French, who they stigmatized
with theappellation of Piccaroon. ;

D3
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fpirits, exprefling the higheft confidence in
their officers, and feemed anxious, By be-
ing:again oppofed to the enemy, td_bring- -
to'a conclufion the objeét of their illus-
trious' General in Chief, of the favourable
lue of which they entertained no doubt.
It was between the hours of ten and ele-
ven, that I rodé to the Englifh outpofts,—
The ‘morning was extremely fine, and I
had a very diftin& view of -the enemy’s
army.: - A large: body ‘of cavalry and in-
fantry, evidently a reinforcement, at this
time were marching up to the heights in
front, accompanied by bands of “mufic,
- drums, and fifes. A few thots were fired
at their rear by the Britifh, but I believe

‘the diftance was too great for them to do
execution. The extent of the French |
lines could plainly be afcertained thfoufrh
a telefcope, and I -could diftinguifth engi-
neers and altlllery-men bufily employcd
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in their front, as I imagined erecting a bat-
tery. Were I permitted to offer an opi-
nion of the numbers of which the enemy’s
army cnnﬁﬁed; to judge from the extent
and depthrof their line, I thould é‘:ertﬁinly'
eftimate them at upwards of thirty thou-
fand. Soon after I reached Corﬁnna,_
where I had bufinefs with the In{pettor of
Hofpitals, the French army commenced
their attack on the Britifh outp@ﬁ_-s, which
I had juft vifited.* '

i I.n.. ".II E . -- -
¥ 1 LD A 'L 4 ¢ e

- % Having settled my business with Dr. Shapter, to whose
polite attentmn I feel mjsalf greatly indebted, I rode back to
the scene of action, whqrﬁ I took a station from whence I could
see what passed, and also be at hand to afford any professional
assistance in my power that m:ght be rqu:red, This enables
me to offer what I trust majr ‘be deemed not altugethﬁr an unin-
teresting detail of events that ‘passed” under 'my actual inspec-
tion ; and as]I subsequently ascertamed the names of officers
and corps engaged, I hope it will be found tolerably correct.

D 4
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‘A heavy difcharge of artillery took
plaee about one o’clock from the -‘enemj’s'_
batteries on the heights in front of ‘the
army, which was returned by fuch of the
Britifh artillery as had not been embarked,
a brigade of which had been previoufly
ftationed in the main road, ready to aét as
circumftances might require. The com-
manding poﬁtwn of the enemy’s guns ena=
bled them ta have a ft}pefmr effecy to thofe

of the Enghfh who were fo much below -

them. "The principal attack of the enemy
was dire¢ted to the divifion under Sir
David Baird, which was undoubtedly the
weakeft portion of the Britifh line; againtt
which they advanced three very {trong
eolumns. N@tfhmg could poflibly exceed
the mtrePidlty, ﬁrmnefs, and good order
with which. this divifion fuftained the
attack.  After a very arduous ftruggle,
the Britifh fucceeded in driving the enefny
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down fromt the heights whereon thtj; had
attacked them, and charged them with the
utmoft {pirit and ardowr half way up the
hill, on the other Gde, which they had be-
fore occupied, to the place where they had
pofted their guns, which very nearly fell
_into the hands of the Englifh, and were
only preferved by being haih}y with-

drawi.

A village to the richt of General
Baird’s divifion became an object of obfti-
nate conteft between the two armies, It
was fitvated at the foot of a hill, and
. crowded with French troops 5 thefe were

. gallantly attacked by the Englith no lefs
than three feveral times, who at length
fucceeded in carrying the place, afteran
immenfe flaughter of "the enﬂm;y. The
fftieth regiment and the Guards were
chiefly concerned in this affair, during

which I am informed they loft two field



officers, and three fubalterns, and about
one hundred men killed, and a confider-
able number were wounded. | |
--The fifty-fecond light infantry, and the.
ninety-fifth rifle corps, alfo ‘particularly
diftinguithed themfelves near to this place,
being engaged on the right of the village,
- and adtually purfuedithe French up the
hill, who fled before them with coufuﬁan
and difmay, =

During this: attack; Lieutéllant-general,
Sir David © Bairdy:/who . throughout was
moft ably fupported - by ‘Lord William
Bentinck, and the brigade under his com-.
mand, ' received ‘a very fevere wound,
which obliged him to be taken from the
field, and the Commander in Chief, who
was near this divifion, fhortly afterwards
alfo fell by a cannon-fhot. . =
.~ "This portion of the Britith army it was
that fuffered the moft {feverely, and parti-
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for embarkation 'about elevén o'clock,
taking with them ' as many: of  their
wounded as were in a condition to : be
moved ; ' the remainder they were under
the painful neceffity of leaving on the
" field along with thofe of the enemy. Thq
order in which the troops marched frorn
their poﬁtmns was fuch as to reflect hlgh
credit on the charaéter and difcipline of
Britith {oldiers, the artillery. taking the
lead. The picquets, however, remained
at their refpective pofts until between four.
and five o’clock on the morning of the
17th, when they were likewife withdrawn,
without any movements of - the enemy
having taken place indicative of their being
J"’a'cquaihtedf with what was pafling ; al-
though it is more than probable, from paft
experience, he felt no inclination to offer
any obftrution to the execution of their
plans, until they were too far removed
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to have it in their ‘power to recrimi-
[ Ocrreas bR AR 5

The Commiffiorier and Captains of the
Royal Navy* exerted' themfelves in the
moft ftrenuous and praife~worthy manner
in co-operating with the' ‘commanders “of
the land forces, in ‘effeéting the embarka-
‘tion, which' was accomplifhed with a/de-
gree of expedition perhaps never equalled
upon any fimilar occafion. GO

The brigades under the command of
Major-general Hill and Major-general

- “® Commissioner Bowen,
Cﬂ-ptﬂ-iﬂﬂ---The HO"III HI- CI]I'Zﬂﬂ.

Gosselin.

— Boys.

Rainier.

Saret.
————— Digby.

e (arden, and Mackenzie,
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Beresford received directions to remaih on
fhore, as a rear-guard, and to watch the
motions of the enmemy. The remainder
of the .army got fafely on, board . the
tranfports before day-light, The brigade
of Major-general ‘Hill was {lationed on
the promontory at the rear of the town,
and that commanded by -Mﬂjﬁra-gegmrfal
Beresford took poﬁ on the mland front of
~ Corunna. i

Nothing could p@iﬁbly eXcecd the gal-
lantry and refolution difplayed:by the Bri-
tith foldiers under the very trying circums-
{tances in which they were placed ; by
which, in defiance of every difficulty,
in the face of an encmy’s army of far {u- |
perior numbers, they were enabled, to
effect the objett of embarkation, without
any other lofs than what had previoufly
taken place in the field of battle.

No further movements of the French
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“riority of the enemy in point of numbers,
and the adv-antagﬁs of the commanding
pofition they poflefled, they were com-
-plet?ely and decidedly foiled in every one
of their reiterated attempts to turn the
right of the Britith army, and their lofs
in killed and wounded was certainly infi-
nitely greater than thofe whom they at-
tacked. '

A great deal of the fuccefsful oppofition
to thefe atternpts muft in juftice be attri-
buted to a ‘judicioufly-timed and well-
concerted movement of the Honourable
Major-general Paget’s, who marched the
referve ‘under his eommand from their
cantonments, ity fapport of the right wing
of the army, and by a -.'I‘rlﬂﬁ vigorous and
effe@tive attack, completcly defeated his
intention, ILThs extremely judicious fta-
tion occupied by Lieutenant-general Fra-

fer’s divifion, ftill further added to thé



61

{ccurity of the right of the army, and dif~
~ appointed the enemy in his hopes of fut=
cefs in that' quarter, compelling him at
length totally to abandon his. purpofe. At
fix o’clock in the evening the ﬁring on
both fides ceafed, the advance of the Bri-
tith -army remaining upwards of a mile
beyond the pofition they had occupied pre-
vious to the commcmtmﬁnt of the aétion,
fothat they may with juftice and truth be
pronounced the conquerors on this memior=
able occafion.
- The exaét ntimber. ﬁf the killed w.d
wounded durmg this c@nﬂié?t has fot, and
_pcfhaps may never be af{}ertamed but
from the beft information I have been
enabled to procure on the fubjet, I fhould
imagine did not amount to one thoufand,
whilft that of the French muft have been
nearly double. '
‘The Britith army commenced its retreat
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cularly Lord William Bentinck’s brigade 3
the left was fo ftrongly pofted, that the
enemy did not confider it prudent to ha-~
zard an attempt at forcing them, content-
ng t_hemfelves with dire&ing at them a
very furious cannonade. = Towards the
evening, however, the fourteenth regiment
lof infantry, who formed part of the left of
the line, were detached, and who executed
a moft gallant and glqribus enterprize. . A
very numerous body of the French .f.rmops
having occupied a village at a confiderable
diftance in their front, they were ordered to
diflodge them. This they fucceeded in
effeCting at the point of the ba.yonet but
not without fuftaining fevere lofs, as the
French difputed the poffcﬁiﬁn of . the place
with determined obftinacy and perfever-
ance, the confli¢t only ending with the I
flight. . ,
Notwithftanding the immenfe f{upe-



65,

army was perceptible till the morning of
the {eventeenth, when they appeared to
be again in motion, and between eight
and nine o’clock a confiderable body of
their light troops took up a pofition on the
heights near St. Lucia, which in fome
meafure commanded the inner harbour of
Corunna. However, it was not appre-
hended that the enemy could derive any
VEry mate;'.ial advantage from the occupa-
tion of this pofition, at leaft not that would
~ enable him to impede the operations of .the
Britifh troops in effecting their embarka=
tion ; and as the Spaniards evinced evéry |
inclination to fupport and zealoufly co-
operate with their allies, and certainly did
exert themfelves to the utmoft :  the
| commanding officer, - Lif:utenant—general
Hope, it appears, did not canﬁ_de‘r the
~rear-guard as in any danger of being
forced. Therefore, the brigade under
E
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Major-general Hill, ﬁ-ati'oi;ed' on the pro-
montory at the back of the town, was
ordered to be withdrawn, and its embarka«
fion to commence immediately. = This
object was completely accomplithed be-
tween the hours of three and four in thf;
afternoon. W
- It fhould here be mentioned, that to-
wards the middle of the day the enemy
commenced a cannonade on the fhipping,
which occafioned confiderable confufion,
obliging them to {lip their cables, and get
under weigh with all poffible difpatch.
In doing thisy feveral of the tranfports
| ran on fhﬂreg, and unfort‘uuately three or

four were fo fituated that they could not

-

be got: off
left behind ; the troops, however, were

again, and were confequently

removed, and put on board other vef-
{els. | |
From the unavoidable confufion and
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uncertainty which muft ever attend all
the operations’ of an army during the-
night, ic was impoffible to pay that regard -
which would have been defirable towards
éffecting the embarkation with preciﬁdn
aﬁd're'gﬁ-larit_y-, and therefore it hapi)encd-
that “the" fégiments became completely
intermixed, the troops getting on board
any lof the fhips that could receive them;
without paying the flighteft regard to
their original deftinations. - This circums
ftance occafioned the fick and wounded in
rhany inftances to be deprived of the re-
quifite 'medical and furgical affiftance, as
on 'board mé.ny of the tranfports there
were no profeffional men, whilft in others
theie were feveral. It was intended to
Have remedied thefe inconveniencies the-
firft fine day that fhould occur after the
failing of the fleet, which, however, the
uncommon quicknefs of their paflfage to -

E 2
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'Enﬂ'land prevented being aecnmphﬂwd
and fortunately became a matter of lefs
1mportance;

The boats belonging to the men of war
_ rendered the moft important fervices, being
employed during the. whole of the em-
barkation ; and were it not for the won-
derful intrepidity and exertions of their
crews, for which Britith failors are pro-
verbially remarkable, much greaterw'incen- |
veniencies would have taken place than
‘were actually é‘xperiﬁnﬁﬂd- “T'he boats
continued rowing from the fhore to the
ﬂiips and back again the whole of the
night of the fixteenth, and during the
greater part of the following day, with
little intermiffion ; and although it blew a
very heavy ‘gale, and the fea ran extremely
high, and was'very_ rough all the morning,
thefe gallant fellows, regardlefs of dangér,
and defpifing bodily toil, continued their
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meritorious exertions with the utmoft
alacrity and -lcheérfulnefs,‘ their {olicitude
- to render every afliftance in their power to
the foldiers evincing the moft ftriking
and honourable proofs of their generofity,
courage, and humamty Moft of the
men of war alfo Weighed:at the fame time,
‘with the exception of the ﬂag-ﬂup? which
remained at anchor, . .

~Several of 'the enemy’s {hats pafied
very near and over the tranfport on wh_lc_h
I was embarked, and many fell _f'a._f.a,und

i

e
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¥ «In consequenee of the good order maintained bj" the
troops, and the unwearied exertions of Commissioner Bowen,
the captains, and other officers of the navy, the agents, as
well as the boats’ crews, many of whom were for two days
without ﬁ?ﬂd and without repose, the ar;*njr has been embarked
to the last man. "-.-Vide the Hon. Rear-admiral De CGHI’E]’ %
dispatch to the Hon. W. W. Pole, dated 18th January.

%5
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her, without doing the-flighteft ' injury:;
and T noticed a few which ftruck other
fhips without doing material damage. " o
"Soon after dark, Major-general Beres-
ford 'having taken a friendly leave of the
‘Governor, who appeared perfeétly fatisfied
‘with the necefﬁty of the Britith move-
, ments, withdrew * his ‘ brigade’ from the
land front of the town, and taﬂ'ether with
“the whole of " the fick ‘and woladedwho
‘had not been previouﬂy moved, were em-
barked by one o'clock’ on’ the morning of
the 18th of ]ﬁnuar}r.
_The tranfport* on board which I em~

* Ha.vmg applled for a passawe to Encr]and tn the Hﬂll Ma- '
L Jﬂr-ﬂ'eueral Broderick, and offered to Dr: Shepter, the Ins pectnr
-nf Hospitals, my prnfes«smnal assistance whilst on bnard he
was pleased to give me 2 letter to Staff-Surgeon Tawart, whn
was in i:harge nf the sick in the Alfred l‘lOSpltﬂ.I Eh!p, deslrmtr

might be accummndated in her, and I am happy to acknqu
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barked was one of the laft: that-quitteid the
Harbour, as’ the mafter, a bold ‘and experi-
efiéed feaman, was determined to p'refe_rve'
his anchors if poffible;which he fortunately
accomplithed, notwithftanding the fhots
were flying about in every dire¢tion.  The .
appearance of the fhipping 'after daik,
from 'the varied difpofition of the lights on
the"men of 'W'ar,f'agent thips, ‘and tran-
{ports; was ‘extremely beautiful, -and -had
an interefting and’ grand effeét, and: the
enemy’s fires on the heights, as well as
thofe of ‘the Britifh, added conﬁderably to

the brilliancy ‘of the fcene. & |
By o:der of Admiral De Courcy, th&k

ledge this GEntIEEan“'s pufit’eﬂﬂﬁs,; and to bear testimony 1o the
humane attention with which (though in a bad state of health)
"he dlsghartred the duties uf his statmn, as dui flss:stanl Surwxzﬂn'

J_'{b"‘e; WS

-4
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tranfports were direfted to get clear of the
harbour ‘as {foon' as they had received -on
board the_i'r ‘cdmplement of  troops, and
then to lay too for further inftrution. It
blowing ﬂxtremcly hard, i1t was not poffi-
ble in.every inftance to comply with the
Admiral’s orders. |
~ The wounded men being very uncoms ¥
fortably ,ac:cnmrmdated,-__ and deftitute of
every meceffary their condition: required,
the mafter of the Alfred, with the concur-
rence and approbation of the medical
officers on board, was induced to make fail
at three o’clock in the morning, and at-
tived off Plymouth on the twentieth, an-
.choring \n the Sound on the following
- day. | |

Having brought my narrative to this
point, I hope I may without prefumption
add my feeble tribute to the general ap-
plaufe that has been beftowed on the
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exertions of the _ofﬁécrs and men con-
cerned in the Spanifh eﬁped'ition

That the enemy were fo fuccefsfully
oppofed, and finally repulfed, was owing
to the incomparable conduct and intre-
pidity of the Britith troops, and that the
embarkation was {o completely effected;
may be attributed to the judicious means
employed to fupport and encourage their
extraordinary. efforts. In regular fuccef-
fion from one affair to another, opportu-
’mtles were given, as they were univerfally

emplayed to difplay the fkill and bravery
of the Britifh military chara&er

The death of every individual who glo-
rioufly terminates his exiftence in the fer-
vice of his country, is in fome degree a
matter of public intereft and general con-
- gern 3 but when an pfﬁcer' of the high
and diftinguifhed rank in which the

merits of the late Commander of the
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Britith - forces in2! Spdin'  had placed
him,* from whofe> {plendid miilitary ta=

f

i

o Generaf Maﬂre ente:‘ed the serwce early in Ilfe, and as he
soon. displayed his rmllt.;ary talmrl:s, his rise was raptd In the
year 1801 he was a;ppomte,d Colonel of thaa 52d reglment, and
ruse to the rank of Mﬂj?r—ﬂ'ﬂﬂﬁl‘ﬂl in 1802. Corsica was the
theatre in which he prlmanl y dmtmgmshed himself as an officer
of stiperior skill; and od man y-occasions in that island he gave
proofs of his personal bravery and good conduct. - He after-
wards accumpamed the late Sir Ra]ph Abercrombie to the West
Indies, where his conduct was so exemplary as to acquire the
unholmded confidence of thatexpnllept General, by whom he
was selected to serve under his command in the expedition to
Holland in 17 99, where he recewnd a slight wound. It was,
however, on the Egyptian Explﬂ'ltiﬂn that he had a more ample
upimrtumty for eatabhshmg his character as an officer of the

ﬁrst-rate abilities, He commanded at the dlgcn}barkatmn of
the truﬂpa on this occasion ; and it is reported that even Euna,..

parte expresséd himself in terms of the highest admiration nf'
his’ cnnducl‘: ‘which he affirmed was a master-piece of Geu&-
ralshlp, and worthy of the ablest Commander that over
I:ved General Moore was severely waunded at the hattle of
4l¢xandr:§l at the head of the reserve, which he was leadmg



feiits” ‘and ‘thofe- fuper:tor endowments
whleh graca a foldier, we - rmght W’Hh
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forward wulzh hlﬁ 'usual traliantry ; and on hls return fmm
Egj pts his Majes'l:jr ifi the most" grambus manner tonferreﬂ’ on
B the ‘honours of Knighthood, and invested him mth the
Order ﬂf the Bch -During the whole of the present war. Sir
John Mﬂure was wﬂ;b little mtermmsmu engagﬂd in active ser-
vice, . He comitrarded at’Shorncliffe in Kent; and afterwards
succeeded the Hononrable: Geuﬂral Fox in the cnmmand of the
forees in S:cﬂjr Sir John was entnusted with the chief com-
mand of the Expéthtmn to Sw‘eden and although this was not
attended with the satisfactory result which was hoped for, Mi-
nisters have-unanimonsly acquitted the General of the slightest
misconduct on the uccasiun;--—Frum all that has been :eiai;ed
| respectmwthe character of the late Sir John Moore, he a.ppearl
to have devoted himself excluswe]y to the prnfessmn of 'arms.
He was in every respect a complete soldier, and a strict discipli-.
nanan, so that the 52d reglment, of which he was Colonel,

and which was under his immediate inspection durmtr the
time he commanded at Shorncliffe, was generally looked up
to as'a model in pnmt of ‘manceuvres and discipline. He
scems to have pﬂssessﬁd all those talents which, had he been

lﬂTEStﬂd mth a continental command on an extensive mle,
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confidence have  anticipated futurc at-
chievements, adding to the glory, h&PP].-
nefs, and honour, not only of this kingdom,
but eventually of all Europe, is cut off in
the meridian of a brilliant career on the.
field of battle, and dies in the arms of
w&ary, his fate becomcs an obje& of the
deepeft regret ; at the fame time the fpirit
of national exultation his héroic’ a&tions
muit naturally give rife to, in fome ﬂegrea
reconciles us to his fate, and infpires us
with ?.n ardent though rational curiofity
to become acquaintﬁd with the minuteft
irehmurices with which - it was at-
- tended. '

In this point of view, although feveral

and dunng a pmtracted warfare, wnuld in all human probabi-
- lity have placed him high upon the list of the most celebrated

modern Generals.
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details have already been prefented to the
public, more or lefs corrﬁeg&:t,_ I truft it may
‘not be confidered altogether irrelevant, if
I take the liberty of introducing fuch ac-
counts of t'hc laft moments of the hero of
Corunna, as I received from an eye-wit-
nefs of unqueftionable veracity. |

It has been previoufly ftated, that the
~ late Sir John Moore was with the divifion -
of Lieutenant-general - Sir David Baird,
on which the firft and moft detérmined
attack was made by three ftrong columns
of the enemy; here, at the head of the
soth regiment, the Commander in Chief
was ftruck by a cannon-fhot, which fhat-
tered his arm, and lacerated the mufcles of
the left breaft, fo materially injuring the
parts adjacent, as to preclude every hope
of the wound not proving mortal,

The thot brought the General imme-
diately to the ground; but {fo far was he -
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from exprefiing the flighteft concern for
himfelf, ‘or evincing fymptoms of 'the exs;
cruciating agony he ‘muft have fuftained;
that T am pofitively affured lie furveyed his
wourid with rather a'fmiling countenancs,
and with the ‘greateft coolnefs and cnm-

pofure beerved that <he -'waS“fenﬁb]e all-

aid would .be ufelefs : defiring the officer

who proffered his" affiftance to g0 imme=’
diately and’ inform General Hope of the:
circumftance, on whom the command
‘now  devolved, Sir David Baird having
been previoufly wounded, and relutantly
compelled to leave the field. I canrot
forbear in this place mentioning a trait in
the conduét of Lieutenant-general Baird,
which, i_ﬁ my opinion, refleéts great ho-
nour on his charalter as a foldier; and or
his feelings as a man. Having - been:
wounded (as”before ftated) in the upper
‘part of his arm, profeffional affiftance was
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immediately tendered, when hearing that.
the Commander in Chief was alfo wound+
‘ed, he infifted on the furgeon’s immedi-:
ately leaving him, and going 'to :Sir John
Moore 3 and he himielf was _t-aken?mi;
board. the Ville: de Paris, where his arm!
"was amputated near the focket by the fqr-_:.-
geon of - that thip. .'Six.-'faldie_rs, ‘with
tearful eyes,’ and forrowihg hearts, con-
veyed their beloved Commander from the"
field of battle, in a blanket, tohis quarters,
at Corunna ; on the way to which he
anxioufly inquired -if the enemy had been
compelled to retire : being an{wered in
the affirmative, he faid, ““ then I am per-
feGtly happy, and my life or death is of no:

confequence whatever,” or words to the

fame effect. From the neceffity there was
of proceeding with the utmoft caution and
gentlenefs, the foldiers were near an. hour.

in conveying the General to: his quarters;:
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~ during which he fpoke very little, and
{carcely uttered a groan. The fhort pe-
riod that this gallant foldier 'continued an
iphabitant of #4is world, after he arrived
at his quarters was paffed in giving direc-
tions as to the difpofal of his "papers, and
,expréfﬁng' his withes relative to  the
future profpects of thofe officers of his
{taff and friends to whom he was particu-
larly attached. He exprefled himfelf
extremely folicitous that his country
thould approve of the endeavours he had
exerted to pmmol;e her interefts, and de-
clared he had “ever ferved with zeal and
fidelity, and died in the manner he had al-
ways been defirous of. After this he {poke
of family concerns, particularly as to what
related to his mother ; but at this period
his {peech falteﬁng confiderably, he was
obliged to defift. ~Sir John thanked his
medical affiftants in very kind- terms for

=
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an affeting farewel of his Aid-de-Camps,
- and. the mourning friends by ‘whom he
was furrounded, hisi m-ailly {foul .;Winged
, _' its’ flight to another and a  betteér ‘world,
efcaping - from .its - fragile teniement of
mortality witheut one convulfive ftruggle,.
about twelve o'ciock on the ,mght of the
36thiof | Jaguaryacs g1 ol o) shdsti
~ Between the period of our arrival and
~ the 25th, near two hundred fail of tran-
fports came iny but owing to the heavy
gales that prevailed, the fick and wounded
-+ were not immediately fent on fhore ; this,
however, took place as foon as poflible,
and the fcene that prefented itfelf was
truly diftrefling, though I muft remark
that moft of the defcriptions that 1 have
met with have been greatly exaggﬁrated
It is but paying a juft tribute to the difin-
tereﬂ:ed humanity of the mhabn:ants 9{"

F
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Plymouth, to ftate that nothing could pof-

fibly exceed their anxiety and exertions to

afford every affiftance in their power to-
wards the accommodation of the fick and
wounded officers and foldiers, and to alle-
viate their fufferings; and the Mayor*
and Corporation took the lead in thefe

laudable endeavours, in a manner highly
creditable to them in their official and in-
dividual capacities.}

A tranfcript of the return of the fick:

and wounded received on board the Al-

* William Langmead, Esq.

i

.t I am personally indebted to the attention of Mr. Cleather
and Mr. Dunsterville, of the Corporate Body, who at my re-
quest were so kind as to procure the attendance of 2 Physician

(Dr. Remmett) on Assistant-Surgeon Campbell, of the Royal

Artillery, for whom I was particularly interested ; and who, by |

-the care and skill of that Gentleman, recovered from a very
dangerous typhus fever.

N,
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fred, on which I took my paffage, will
perhaps afford a more accurate idea of the
{tate of the_traops' 1n general dn their re-
turn from Spain than any defcriptien of
mine, and I thercfﬁre_'ﬁibjoin a returil of
the number of fick and wounded officers,
non-commiffioned officers, and pi‘ivatcs,
received on board the tranfport No, 309,
at Corunna, January 18, 1809 :—

Regiments, : ' Number,

18th" Light Dragoons.ccccececioitanaen 2

O LT [ RS R o g e 1 S R S 780

2d, or QUeEn’Se e e cann s o -

4th Regimeént of Infantry.......c.ca... s

g ek s Gl PR A R 1

LU R RO N R iy s e el 43 i
R A R T 1
26th Ditto. ..... G watiid e wpA ligm e o ol
28th Ditho oo e v e iavnaa MR o AR T
RO IIIREO] s i B i € i i Wak walt i d A
A2A-DAMO. v 1wl s wiitn i TEARPR N (1 w2
43d Ditt0ca.cen .. i e FRA RS - 82
50th Ditto ..... Sl o BRI o S 2
DI IR0 it o aan PR ;.I..,......_--. 1

F 2
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 Rgiments.. . T4 ] ' Numbet.

Ak i ] S

,'rbﬂdﬁeé;mmtuf Infantfy.,_______f;_____ 1 i
! ohih ity 21000508 doinn Mo R e ol

k Elﬁ-hM'~dn-M4nh;--;£q;hh i-;-#ih; -'.;ﬂ-_l'-.,L E"? .-..." .
zﬁt]l Dﬂtailq---.:r---_. -PHF--"‘F-!---._--!I: .'.'.!‘5_ g s

L LA R A
Slﬁtnlltn -.-'--‘I'ﬂF-‘-'--#-nh------.---- ﬂ

.?‘ 'Eyl ﬂl‘ Effl ']“ ..... _-;-i-,'-,l: Fie) 2 .._,' N gr

?u--_q-----i-
237
ieviig b vauitta  heacith ey i
pf the a.bpvﬂ were 111 uf 3o e :
L% < EF Wik J.‘L.H g4 &3 D180 110 VIiGJvak
.Brscntery -l- ------- d--nhr-------.-_. ﬁ! .
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* These three -officers got- into-a bnﬁt-wi{hfihé intention of
joining the-transport -on - which -their corps Was embarked.—
After fowing about -a-considerable -time -withiout suceess, the
boat became seo- 'lo&ky as-to be-in- danger of-siviking, and they
therefore were reaﬂimd on bﬁﬂrd-ﬂwﬂlfrﬁd - These i?ﬂ:iltlemeil

were Captain -Kelly, -Adjutant -Janmﬂgu, aafl Wﬂ.ﬂt-Eurgeun
Reid, 51st regiment, . .- '
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11t-has been with a confiderable degree
of . regret, that; ;ﬁqcﬁ Jmy arrival wn’ this

country: I have 'heard a variety of reports:
in circulation relative to the eventsattend=
ingthe expedition -tg Spainy and particu-
larly of /the circumftances that occurred
during the retreat of the army to Co-
runna, which have not only been very
different from the truth, but in many in-
ﬁa_ncés tﬁtaliy devoid of foundation.—
: Am.o_ngﬁ: other things, it has been aflerted
that arréat numbers of the foldiers compof-
ing his Majeﬂys German Le':rmn had
deferted to the encmy - but in comman

3
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juftice to this excellent” and deferving
body, I muit d_:;c_larc; that whilft I was on
the Continent I never heard of any fuch
circumftance having taken place; on the
contrary, every officer with whom I have
converfed refpeting the K'ing’s‘_ Gefman
Legion (and they have been many), has
aflured me ‘that they behaved on ‘every
occafion with the difcipline, fidelity, and
bravery, which are the charaéteriftics of
good foldiers.* '

It gives me great pleafure to have it in

my power ‘thus publicly to contradiét a re~

# The third rbﬁimeni: of German Dragoons were part of the
troops composing the picquet, in the gallant affair in which
Major-general Stewart acquired such well-merited reputation,
by the defeat of a large body of French Imperial Guards, and
taking prisoner their Commander, General Lefcbvre. |
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port, which could alone have originated in
motives the moft bafe and malignant.
- Refpeéting the death of the late Majﬂr#
general ‘Anftruther, feveral cantradi&arj
ftories having been  circulated, the follows
ing account, as I received it from a Gen-
tleman of the higheft refpectability and
unimpeachable veracity, may be relied on
as corrett; and as it may afford a melan-
choly fatisfaltion to his furviving friends,
I hope the introduétion of it will not be
deemed 1mproper :— |

General Anftruther died of an inflam-
mation of his lungs, brought on by ex-
pbﬁxre to the extreme inclemency of the
‘weather, and remaimning long in wet
clothes.
. The gallant General negleéting to ufe
the precautions and remedies his fituation
required, continued his praifeworthy exer-
tions to the very laft, and did not give up

¥ 4



¢ill ‘his complaint had reduced him to &
ftate evincing his approaching diflolution,
w hen he becamc unable to mount his horfe,
and was then placed in a carrfiag@;nd con-
veyed to his quarters, where he’ expired
the next -d'a-y; wuniverfally regretted.
TheSpaniards, too, have been accufed

not. 01113 of -apathy and. indifference to-
wards the caufe of their rightful Sove-
reign, but of abfolute hoftility towards our
troops, particularly the inhabitants of ’*’Bfef
neventé, Toro, Aftorga, and. Villa Fran-
ca, &c. lhave.in a preceding part of this
letter:adverted, to petty difputes which oc-
!;a'{ié#ally took -place between' the Briti(h
foldiers a;ldl;thé inhabitants of fome of

r
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*T dui not pcrmnall 4 visit mther of the twu placei ﬁr#
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the towns through which I pafled, but
they werelby no means of 2 ferious nature,
or deferving ofithe: appcllatmns with whnch
| thgy have ‘been branded. b

. It-is undeniable; that; on many occa-
ﬁuns, whereprovifions ‘and other: necefla-
ries were expeéted to’have been cheerfully
~and abundantly fupplied: by the - inhabit-
_ ants'of towns  through which: the Britith
troops marched, that little or: none could
be obtained on any terms whatever.. This,
however, did not originate, ‘as has been
erroncoufly afferted, in' any-diflike of the
- Spaniards to the Englifh, but/merely from
~ the extreme diftrefs in which they were
‘;thcmfﬂ:livés involved.  Great numbers of
the cattle had been driven to the moun-
tains for fecurity againfk the rapacity of '
the ' French ; and their ftores of other pro-
vifions were almoft exhaufted by fupplies

for their countrymen in arms; and as
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the operations in’ agriculture were in a
great meafure fufpended, they had a difs
mal profpect to look forward to for future
exigencies ; thefe‘circumﬁanceﬁs of courfe
rendered thefe poor unfortunate perfons
(expofed to all the calémitiea—- of a refi
dence on the theatre of rxﬁar,nf which an
adequate “idea can fcarcely be formed by
any one but an eye-witnefs), relu@ant to
part withthe flender pittance in their pof—-
{effion. LTS

To the above may be added,,'that the
unexpeted retreat of the Britifh army ins
creafed all their apprehenfions in an emi-
nent degree, whilft its fudden appearance
‘in their towns precluded the pothbility of
the inhabitants fupplying themfelves from
the adjacent country with the articles re.
-quired.  The total ignorance of the Spa-
nith language on the part of the Englifh
.\foldijprs, and wvice werfd, alfo occafioned
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mutual mifunderftandings, which were-in
a few inftances attended with difagreeable
confequences. ” “Another caufe why the
expeltations of the Britith army as to re-
ceiving requifite accommodations and af-
fiftance  from the inhabitants were {o
frequently difappointed, was the immenf{e
numbers ‘of their fick and wounded coul-
trymen, who were flocking fro;p the feats
of war ‘in the 'different quartéfs of the
kingdom towards their refpeflive homes,
with whom ‘the towns were continually
¢rowded. | The fituation and wretched
appearance of thefe: unfer-tuﬁatc mpeoplc
were truly pitiable ; thofe unable to walk
were conveyed on cars, whilft others
through huﬁger, ficknefs, and fatigue,
{carcely able to crawl, were compelled to
make their way on foot, almoft naked,
and generally without fhoes or ftockings. |
Even in the Spanith hofpitals and other
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places fet apart for the reception of the

fick and wounded; the wnbhappy patients

were nearly deftitute of evetry requifite to

{uftain exiftence, not to fay of the conve-~
niencies and ‘comforts neceflary for their |
condition.. Some judgment.

EEEEE

formed of their diftrefles, from the Cirs

may.  be

cumftance of  ‘one ' poer |{man, Wwhoy

according to. the linterpretation of my
native fervant, afferted that he had been
fourteen days without any- other fufte<
nance than a kl.i.;t_tle bad wine, and fomes
times a fmall. quantity of broth made of
vegetables and oil: indeed, his appearance
fully eftablithed the verﬂgxty of his ftate~
ment. | S5

In many mﬁances the Buiu,fh fuld;em;
with that liberality, feeling, and generofity;
which are equally their charaéteriftics as
{pirit, intlrepidity, and courage, A would

fthare with thefe miferable objects their
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.

own fcanty pittanees, the deprivation of
which they muft have felt moft feverely.
Imet agreat nu mber of fick and wounded
Sp-aniard@ on my jﬂﬂ-rhe}' fmm Corunna,
par ticularly between ILugo and Villa
'Franca, efcorted by armed men, fcarcely
in a better condition. than thofe ‘under
their care, -:;'-I‘;hfe- officers and men exhi-
bited fimilat appearances of Wwretchednefs
and intenfe fatigue; and the whole ad-
yanced at a rate of not more, on an aver-
age, than a mile an hour.* Should. this
ftatement = require confirmation, 1 can,

with confidence, appeal to ‘almoft every

. Snme of these men on bemg ﬁﬂked what was the matter
'With them, replied : “ Muchas Enfermos tango hambre, tange

mucha sed,” whi¢h is in. English, **very ruck, very hungry,
- and verydry.”. And on giving them a piece of bread, they

nxpreased themselves thus: ¢ 1 thank you for it, and may you
ive many years:®
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it may be faid, that they ];ufh the ‘ma-~
chine forwards. | :

The fhocking inconvenience of fuch a
jolting conveyance for fick and wounded
perfons may be eafily conceived ; added to
which, the noife they make is the moft
difagrecablc, poflible, the revolution of the
axletrees producing a kind of humming,
monotonous found, fomething fimilar to
the drone of a bagpipe, which may be
heard at the diftance of a mile, or up-
wards.

Having accompanied the efcort who
were in charge of the money for the ufe of
the army from Corunna to Aftorga, I had
opportunities of obferving the method
adopted for ‘the tranfportation of the
military equipage, and which, in my
humble opinion, in a great meafure ac-
counts for the lofs that was fuftained, as

nothing could be worfe calculated to faci-



a6

| )
litate difpatch. In making this oblerva-
tion, 1 am far from intending to éttach
the flighteft imputation of. negleét on any
Gentleman of the Commififariat Depart-
ment, as I am fcnﬁblc they had un;o_thonﬁ
difficulties to encounter in. the difcharge
of their official dutws, and indeed 1 da not
feel myfelf competent to demde. | |

I have neverthelefs' heard, from un-
doubted authority, that this department of
the public fervice, fo material to the fuc-
_::efsful operations of an army, is con-
du@ted on a much. fuperior plan by the
French,»and it certainly can be no d';fgraca
to . profit even by the example of an

enemy. S |
Fas est ab Hoste docere. |

_N{}ttvithﬁalldin gtheir bigotfy -and“hatr;d
of heretics-ﬂfually afcribed to the Roman
Catholic ,p.rie”ﬂs_, I with pleafure obferved
that thefe perfons on all occahons appeared

\
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extremely ‘anxious: to do every thing in
their power to promote the comfort, and’
contribute to. the accommodation: of the
fick and wounded ‘of the Britifh army.—
Many ‘Englifh: officers were  greatly 1=’
debted  to the hofpitality and kindnefs of
Spanith monks and friars, who (though by
no ‘means:in poffeflion of; an abundance of
tﬁe-hgood- things of  this life) were emulous
+o fhare their frores with the diftreffed.

Anvinftance of igoodnefs and humanity
. ‘ane of thefe clerical gentlemen, which
I ain dbout to: relate, will place- the fenti=
ments and conduét of 'this clafs of men in
the ‘moft favourable point of view. . My
(ervant being extremely ill, 1 procured
him admiffion into a room which was oc~
cupife}i-' by an Englifh --férjéant -and "his
family at Lugn-; ‘but having neither bed-
ding « or covering, a benevolent monk
 inftantly offered to fﬁpply him with his
G
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- own, which he accordingly brought from
his cell.

the ftatements furnifhed by many Britith
| xofﬁcers fince their return frem Cﬁrunna,
who have indifcriminately accufed the j in~-
- habitants of the peninfula of every deno-
mination, clafs, and profeflion, as having
exhibited the moft perfe@t apathy and in-
difference, not only to the phyﬁcal_w_ants
of the Englith troops, but towards the
caufe in fupport of which they vifited
their country as difinterefted and generous
allies. . But may it not be fairly prefumed,
that feveral of thefe officers rather with-
drew from, than put themfelves in the
way of: receiving or witneffing thofe kind-
nefles and attentions that others liberally
partook of, and from the reports alone
of {ome who perhaps might have indivi-



99

~ dual caufe of complaint, have taken occa-
fion to include the whole Spanifh nation
as deferving of the reproach which 1n
juftice thould only attach to a few. |
Indeed, the manners, cuftoms, and
mode of living in Spain are fo widely dif-
ferent from thofe of England, that every
candid and liberal-minded perfon fhould
make great allowances: for thefe circum-
ﬂa_nces, in forming an eftimate of the
(entiments and difpofition of the inhabit-
-ants, more efpecially at a period during
which they were expofed to fuch alterna-
tions and viciffitudes, privations, and dif-
trefles, as might rationally be prefumed to
have a material influence on the natural
bias of ‘their temper, which has ever been
allowed to be “ noble, gmeram, and }iu-

: mﬂﬂﬁ.

- Englithmen are fo accuftomed’ to- the
enjoyment of every comfort and accommo-
G 2
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officer of the Britith Army, moft of whom
muft have witnefled fimilar feenes during
their fervice in Spain.

As I have often mentioned the great
ufe made of the cars drawn by oxen, a
ﬂmrt‘dei:criptiofi of them may not be con-
fidered uninterefting. A more inconve-
nient, ill conftruéted, clumfy, carriage,
cannot be well conceived. The body of
the carriage is merely a platform of rough
boards, which is placed on two wheels,
rather lower than the front ones of an
Englith waggon, compofed of pieces of
timber, pinned ' together, and fecured by
others nailed acrofs ;—thefe do not revolve
on the axle-tree, but are faftened to it,
the whole of which turns in grooves
fometimes fecured with iron, - The pole
pafling between the oxen, is faftened to a
: yoke bound to their horns, fo that the
poﬁr animals draw by the head, or rather
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dation in their own ‘country, that they feel
more fenfibly than the inhabitants of other

nations the difficulties and inconveniencies

- to which they are under'the neceflity of

{ubmitting in their vifits to the Continent.
There is no country in Europe¢ perhaps fo
well calculated to conquer B}itiih' prejus.
dices as'Spain, the hardfhips and priva-
tions the traveller muft fuftain, in a thort
period, inuring him to the patient endur-
ance of ‘what' cannot poffibly be avoided.
The paffados or inns, except a few in the
principal towhns, are, gencra]ly_fpﬁaking,
little ‘better than hovels, affording thel-
ter from the inclemency of, the weather,
but {carcely ‘any thing elfe. The beds
are commonly nothing: more than heaps
of ftraw, ufually well ftocked with inha-.
bitants of a fable hue; and in liew of
theets, .tblankets,. and qﬁilt, the traveller
muft depend on his own cloak or cloth-
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ing for covering during the period of his.
r'epéfe;.*

- As to their cookery, nothing.can poffi-
bly" be more difgufting to an Englith pa-
Jate, moft of their favourite dithes being
feafoned with 'articles, a'r:nongf’c which,

garlic and rancid oil generally compofe

* The difference of travelling post in Spain and in England;
is very striking, and I canunot but feel surprized, that the
Spaniards, who are naturally extremely intelligent and acute,
should not have profited by the inventions of their neighbours
in this partu:ular The Post Carriages are exactly similar, at
this permﬂ, to those described by the ingenious Author of Gil

 Blas; clumsy and inconvenient. They have only two " wheels,

. and have sbme resemblance to an old-fashioned English one-

« horse chaise, with curtains in front. Mules are geuerailg used
for “drawing these carriages. In one particular, the Spanish
_posting possesses 2 decided preference to that in England, as
there is no possibility of the trmreller being imposed upoi.
The rates are fixed by the Government, and heavy penalties

annexed to a deviation from them.
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the principal illgredierlté. Cuftom, how-
ever, eafily reconciles thefe matters to a
perfon poflefled of a common portion of
energy and fortitude of mind, and he is
amply recompenced by the interefting and
fublime {cenes which the traverfe of any
part of the peninfula affords him nu-
merous opportunities of contemplating.

Immenfe bodies of armed men march-
ing through the country in every direction,
and the glorious and important ftruggle in
which they are engaged, for the preferva-
tion of every thing that is or ought to be
dear to humanity, at the prefent momen-
tous zera, renders Spain an objeé pecu-
liarly interefting.

Every fympathizing mind muft feel
{enfibly hurt that their exertions in oppof-
ing the lawlefs and unprecedented preten-
Hions of an overbearing and infatiable ty-
rant have hitherto been unfuccefsful ; but
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ftill hopes of ultimate fuccefs fhould never
be abandoned, whillt there exifts a caufe
which, as founded in juftice, and having
freedom for its objett, never fhould be
confidered as defperate.. Many people in
this country are of opinion that the ani-
mation and ardour ftated to exift amongft
the Spaniards on behalf of their legitimate
fovereign, is merely imaginary, and only
* to be found inthe higher claffes of fociety ;
and indeed it is certain that nothing could
be more artful and judicious than the
means adopted by Bonaparte to reconcile
the lower orders to the change of govern-
ment he propofed.. -The abolition of the
_inquifition,feudal rights, and unequal tax-
at—ian;'wcre the rewards he offered to the
community at large for their {ubmiffion to
the authority of Jofeph Napoleon ;- and
. therefore 1t 1s by no means furprifing that
fome of the common people, who feldom

G 4
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reafon upon circumftances butas they im-
mediately affeét themfelves, thould be in-
duced to look with indifference upon the
operations of ‘the Corfican ufurper.* I
am, however, inclined ' to -believe that
‘nine-tenths of the Spaniards are ftill loyal
~to"'the unfortunate Houfe of Bourbon ;
-and out of ‘forty provinces: of  which the
kingdom of Spain'is compofed, ‘no more
than three have been accufed  of luke-
warmnefs in the caufe of Ferdinand the
Seventh. ' As this may be confidered as
the ‘true ftate of the cafe, it may be fairly
~inferred that the caufe of patriotifm in

L # « A paffian, wh'ﬂ"unit'ﬂ with the treachery, dissimulation,
- remorseless cruclt]r, insatiate rapacity , and ungn*rernahlﬂ ambl-
tion nf a Tiberius, the meanness of a pmkpncket, and thﬂ cun-

s
it

ning of a sharper.”’



=

105

Spain is not yet wholly defperate, ‘and

therefore it is to be hoped that the further

zealous' co-operation of ~the: Britith: Go-
vernment will not ‘be withheld, in con-
fequence: of the temporary advantages

that have recently been gained by the Gal-
lic defpot. |

There cannot poﬁibly be more than one
fentiment, as to the neceflity and advan-
tage of refcuing Spain from thesgra{pof
her fanguinary ambitious ufurper;: the juf-
tice of the meafure - is unqueitionable.

Not only the national honour {o folemnly

pledged by our Gracious Severeign aqﬂ .

the Parliament, and the f}fﬂ”lpatil)’.. which
the unmerited fufferings of the Spanifth

people muft naturally excite in every hu-
manec- heart, but' even our. mterefi: muft
encourage us to a perfeverance in the
moft vigourous effprts to affift them. That

our intereft is concerned in perfevering to
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lend thei<Spaniards all the aid in our
power, there can be no doubt of, for thould
Bonaparte {ucceed in ‘his defigns of -fubju'-
gating all 'the continent of Europe, the
invafion “of  Britain ‘would certainly be
the next object of his ambition. Although
our infular fituation, and other incidental
circumftances, have hitherto preferved us
from the vifitation of war, and its conco-
mitant calamities, it is ftll within the
#erg.e of :poffibility that fuch an event may
happen. ~Many perfons who are averfe to
our fendiﬂg another armament to '‘Spain,.
affert that an invafion of this country
will ever be impoffible, from the fuperi-
ority and vigilance of the Britith Navy ;
but others, more refle€ting, entertaina dif-
ferent opinion. = Should Bonaparte  fuc-
ceed in his defigns on Spain-and Portugal,
be will then become unqueftionably, and
bfolutely, the Arbiter of the deftinies of
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the Continent, and all its immenie fe-
fources will become under his immediate
direction.

- He will then be maftér of the popula-
tion of Spain, Portugal, Germany, Italy,
and Ruﬁ'ia;, and in that cafe would, doubt-
lefs, colleét all the ﬂuppmg of thofe
countries, to tranfpart his 'troops, and
make ufe of their refources towards pro-

moting his views of eventually wreaking
~ his vengeance againft Great Britain,: the
only remaining fantuary of independence
and freedom. I {hould be extremely forry
that any thing I may have advanced,
{hould be conftrued into a with of incul-
cating fentiments of a gloomy or defpond-
ing nature; fo far from it, I feel the
fulleft conviftion in my own mind, that
fhould fuch an event take place, the ex-
pedition would end in difgrace and defeat
on the part of the enemy, but {till the
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mifery, devaftation, and’diforder; that it
would neceflarily 0ccaﬁ'dﬁ,i&rehéartily to'be
deprecated, and feduleuﬂy cuarded againit.
It has been' faid by a writer-of fome cele-
brity, in'a recent publicatien, that the
calamitous occurrence of the invafion ‘of
this country, muft {ooner " or later take
place, thouid the enemy become uncon-

trouled mafter of the Continent, by the

- conqueft of Spain.” Admitting this to be

a'fa&, we muft confequently fix our ear-
neft attention on the occurrences of that
. country, and however alarming or unpro-
mifing' may be the prefent:afpet of: its
“affairs, ‘the ftronger inducement has the
Engliﬂi nation to increafe 1its exertions
towards fecuring ' the 'independence for
which it ftruggles.

The advantage of fighting the common

enemy on any other ground than our own,

is too obvious to require poimnting’ out, -
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and therefore, a_l.t_.hoi]_gh honour 'anci the-
{atisfaction derived from the coniciouinefs
of béiglg' engaged in the glorious.eﬂ'ﬂrt_ of
-refcuing juftice  and innocence from the
ferocious fangs. of Vil-lﬁiny and xopprciﬁmi,
fhould be pilt_ out of the queftion, the im-~
perious duty of {elf-prefervation demands
a punctual and fcrupulous. adherence to
the'enn*acﬂenients “which have been en-
tered. into. with the Patriots of Spain.. .

In truth, the fate of England appears. to
be in a great, _x_pgqfura implicated with that
of Sp.ai;nij_ and thenefqr:pi_ our  affiftance
fhould be correfpondent with the conﬁc,-‘
tion.. | Clothes, arms, and ;money, muft -
be .plentifully ﬁlpp]ied to them, and no-
| thlnﬂ‘ ‘withheld which can in_any degree
encourage their hopes, or cxmtc their per-
feveranc@, under the a_r.duqus difficulties
with which they have to contend. To
the fupport of the Britith Government
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alone can the patriotic inhabitants of Spain
look with confidence for the ultimate fuc-
cefs of the caufe for which thcy are
fighting ; and notwithftanding the checks
and difaters they have recently fuftained,
there is little reafon to doubt of their
perfeverance fhould that not be Withhcld.;
for their real charader is, they are faithful
tb their engagements, conftant in their
purfuits, and poffefling a fenfe of honour
bordering on romantic.

The retreat of the Britith army, the
foffes it unavoidably fuftained, and the
fubfequent embarkation at Corunna,
which have been more particularly the
fubjeéts of this letter, have been confi-
dered by fome people who are accuftomed
to dwell on the gloomy fide of the prof-
pe&, as decifive and conyincing proofs of
the inutility of endeavouring to render far- |

ther affiftance to the Spaniards, by fending
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troops to that country ; But qo far from
this, I truft the obfervations already made
on the fentiments and difpofition of the
majority of the Spanifth nation, will eftas
blith the contrary faét.*

*in orderto form a correct idea of the retreat; it may not be
amiss to state not only the distances; and the names of the vil-

lages and towns the British army passed through, but to give
a complete route from Madrid to Corunna; viz,

Leagues.

From Madrid to Abﬁi;ém ; PG
To el Puente - 8 2
- Galapagar - - . 2%
Guadarama - i 3
| San Rafael - - 2k
Villacastin - - 3
. Labajos - - - 2
Adanero T iy o 2
Arrevalo -« i 3
Attaquines - . 3
- I;Medina del Campo K 3

Carried over .. = 28
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-~ Indeed the .pc-fformance of the arduﬁus.

and unprecedented fevere fervice in which

|
|

Brought over - - 28
BN 4 o || L Jhwa 20 eende wh TN 9
Tordesillas . - 2

o fou e NeBM o il Yo anhidy *3 B 2

%o pVillar.de Frades.;nin, 00 =0 10w 08
ool :Vﬂhlpand“ et Rras - afeld ¥ ol s |
San Esteban .~.*:; i3 bihaM miod 2

e |

3

4

Benevente - i
Puente de la Bisan?. i .
' La Beneza - S

Astorga - it 3%
‘Manzanal - St 5
Bembibre - i e 3%
Cubillos - = -5 23
villa Franca - . 3
" Ruitalar 5y SeleEly :
" La Venta de Noceda - "33
Becerrea - . kg
Sobrado - o g
Lugo - - S 3

Carried forward - $4E
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the army was engaged in Spain, muft in.
{pire the firmeft conviction, that Great Bri-
tain yet poflelfes the power of arrefting the
career of Buonaparte before he arrives at
the acmé of his ambitious defigns for the
complete fubjugation of the Continent of
Europe. The final ation in the neigh-
bourhood of Corunna certainly may be
confidered as the moft honourable difplay
of the intrepidity, valour, and difcipline of

; Leagues.
Brought forward - - .. 84}
Valdomar - - 3
Guiliriz . - 3
Monte Salguero - - 2%
Betanzos e 9F
Corunna - - 3

Total distancefrom Madrid to Corunha 98%
H
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the Britith troops; and from the ine-
quality of numbers with whom they were
engaged, it may with the greateft pro-
priety be clafied with the vi€tories obtained
over the French in former days on their
own plains of Crefly and Aginéaurt. |

After fuch an example as this event has
afforded to the world at large, and the
impreffive leflon it has given to the Em-
peror of the French in particular, furely
no true Briton can recommend a relaxa-
tion of the exertions on the part of the
Englith Government ; or, in confequence
of the enemy’s. fuperiority of numbers,
feel defirous of adopting a cautious line of
conduét, which will not only tarnifh the
laurels we have gained, but caft a mortal
damp on the hopes, and deprefs the ener-
gies of our noble, brave, though unfortu-

nate and ill-treated allies.

In the different parts of a kingdom fo
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extenfive as that of Spain, it 18 natural to

imagine that a di Terence of political fen-

timent muft prevail ; and it1san admitted
fact that the inhabitants of the northern
portion of the peninfula never have been
confidered as capable of being made fuch
good foldiers, or to be equally adapted to
the performance of military duties as their
countrymen in the fouth.
The moft warlike and the moft popu’
Jous provinces of Spain, are faid to be
thofe of An_daluﬁa_, Valencia, Catalonia,
and Arragon, and therefore, it might per-
haps be the moit judicious policy to fur-
nifh them with more abundant {fupplies
of men, money, and warlike {tores, than
thofe of the north. In thefe provinces it
s ftated they require only arms and am-
* munition to render the whole of their

mhabltants (not incapacitated by age or

HZ
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infirmities) foidiers ; for I have been af-
fured from .-unquéﬁionable authority, that
the {pirit, or rather fury, which prevails
againft the French amofigft every rank
exceeds all defeription. It is therefore
prefumable, if the people were properly
. led .on, and their refources properly di-
re€ted and augmented by fuccours from
~ England, that they would be finally ena-
bled fuccefsfully to refift their invaders.
The advantages hitherto gained by the
enemy over the Spaniards have in a great
meafure been occafioned by the treachery
of fome of their leaders, and ferve to
prove that they have not been beaten
from a deficiency of courage, but betrayed
rather than conquered. The firmnefs
and patriotifm difplayed by the Supreme
Junta of the kingdom, though'cuhapelled
to quit the capital, as declared in the pro-
clamation they publithed on their arrival



L

117
at Seville, affords a ilob]c_ i:-i;oﬂf that there
ftill' exifts an energy and ardour in the

bofoms of the members  of | gﬂvemment

“worthy of the charadter the Spahifh na=

tion- has' {o long f{uftained, for incor-
ruptible "and heroic loyalty to its fove-

iy *
relgn Ss

L

# ¢ If thefortunes of war (say the Junta) have compelled us
to quit the centre of the kingdom, and to seek a point from
whence, actuated by a spirit of patriotism, we may serve the -
tnnnarch}r,xand givea new impulse to the common defence; if,
for the salvation of the country, and in order to answer the

 confidence of the Spanish nation—to fulfil the desires of those

provinces which have suggested to the Central Junta the neces-
sity of retiring to a place of safety, as the only means of pre-
serving union, avoiding anarchy, and perfecting the great work
of liberty, we have endeavoured to avoid the blow aimed
against us by the profound subtilty of the tyrant ; if our en-
deavours are incessant in establishing the basis of subordina-
tion, and the unity of the Government; if not seeking their

ewn interest or glory, then, as the generous people of Spain

#.3
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Were it poffible for eighty or one hun-
dred thoufand Britifth troops to be fent into
that part of the peninfula wherein the
{pirit of patriotifm is of the higheft and
moit decided charaéter, under the coms-
mand of generals poflefled of equal abi-
lities, {pirit, and perfeverance, o emi-
nently diﬂinguiﬂling the late lamented

have sworn not to survive their liberties, but freely to follow
the impulse of government, the Supreme Junta will never
value their own exis_teﬁce any longer than it can be useful to
the nation, which has made it the depository of their sove-
reign_tj. The Supreme Junta have sworn that théy will perish
rather than abandon or leave their duties unaccomplished, if
the fate of our arms should be adverse ; if Providence has re-
solved in its inls_cruta,hle decrees to exterminate the Spaﬁish na-
tion, still let the inhabitants of Seville, and the rest of their
countrymen preserve their tranquillity ; let them be assured
that their representatives, while there remains a foot of ground

yielding obedience to our lord and king, to the laws of our
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hero of Corunna,* or the conqueror of the
newly-dignified Duc de Abrantes, the fuc-
cefs of the caufe in which its loyal inha-

country, and to the holy religion of our forefathers, not.one of
us will ever bow to the yoke of the despot. |

# Notwithstanding the official dispatch of the gallant General
who succeeded to the command of the army in Spain (which
has justly been considered a master-piece of ' military ar-
rangement and perspicuity), in consequence of the death’ of
Sir John Moore, and the wound of Sir David Baird, has so
long been before the public, it 1s presumed the introduction of
“an extract therefrom in this place will not be considered impq::r-
sinent, Indeed, it is impossible to dwell too long on a subject,
so interesting, or to repeat too often a publication which ;e;-
flects equal honour on the head and heart of the accomplished
friend and successor of the lamented General by whom' it is
written : TR f

¢« His fall (says General Hope) has deprived me of a valuable
friend, to whom long experience of hie worth had sincerely at-~-
tached ‘me. But it.is chiefly on public grounds that I must

lament the blow.
¢¢ 1t will be the conversation of every one whe loved or re-

H 4
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bitants are engaged, would be rendered to
a certainty fuccefsful, and thc national

spected his manly character, that ?ﬁer conducting the army
through an arduous retreat with consummate firmness, he has
terminated a career of distinguished honour, by a death that
has given the enemy additional reasan to respect the name of a
British soldier. Like the immortal Wolfe, he is snatched from
his country at an early period of life spenit in her service's like
Wolfe, his last moments were gilded by the prospect of success,
and cheered by the acclamation of victory ; like Wolfe, also,
his memory will for ever remain sacred in that country which
he sincerely loved, and which he had so faithfully served.”

The General Orders to the Ar;ny issued by Lientenant.
general Hope are equally entitled to admiration, as the foregoe
ing. exiract from his Letter to Sir David Baird ; and as they
record the particular merits of the Officers and Army during
the service on which they were employed in Spain, cannot,
with propriety, be omitted,

GENERAL ORDERS,
His Majesty’s ship Audacious, January 18, 1809.
o The irreparable loss that has been sustained by the fall of
the Commander of the Forees, and the severe wound which
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' fame, reputation, and profperity, of this

country, placed on a pinnacle of exalted

has removed Sir David Baird from his -station, render it. the
duty of Lieutﬁnant-gm;ﬂral Hope to congratulate the Army
upon the successful result of the action of the 16th.

¢ On no occasion has the undaunted valour of British troops
ever been more manifest, At the termination of a severe and
harassing march, rendered necessary by the superiority of num-
bers which the enemy had acquired, and which had materially .
impaired the efficiency of the troops, many disadvaniages were
to he encountered,

¢¢ These haye all been surmounted by the troops themselves,
and the enemy has been taught, that whatever advantages of
position or of numbers he may employ, there is inherent in the
British officer and soldier, a bravery that knows net how to
| _yield-,. that no circumstances can appal, and that will insure
victory when it is to be obtained by the exertion of any human

means, - DU
_ ¢ The L}gmauantggbuerai has the greatest satisfaction in dis-

tigguishiug-" such meritorious services as come ﬁithin his obser-
vation, or have been brought to his knowledge.
¢¢ His-acknowledgmenis are in a manner particular due to
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pre-eminence, unequalled in the annals of
the world.

Major-general Lord Williain Bentinck and the brigade under
his command, cousisting of the 4th, 42d, and 50th regiments,
and which sustained the weight of the attack. i

¢¢ Major-general Manningham, with his brigade, consisting
of the Royals, the 26th, and 81st mgi{nent, and Major-general
Warde, with the brigade of Guards, will also be pleased to ac-
cept his best thanks for their steady and gallant conduct during
the action.

“To Major-general Paget, who, by a judicious movement of
the reserve, effectually contributed to check the progress of the
enemy on the right, and to the first battalions of the 52d and
95th regiments, which were thereby engaged, the greatest
praise is justly due. , '

¢ That part of Major-general Leith’s brigade which were en-
gaged, consisting of the 59th regiment, under the conduct of
the Major-general, also claims marked approbation.

“The enemy not having rendered the attack on the left a se-
rious one, did not afford to the troops stationed in that quarter,
the opportunity of displaying that' gallantry which must have
made him repent the attempt. The picquets and advanced
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It is greatly to be Jamented, that at the

t;ommencement, circumitances which no

posts, however, of the brigade, under Major-Generals Hill and
Leith, and Colonel Catlin Crawford, conducted themselves

with determined resolution, and were ably supported by the

Officers commanding the brigades, and by the troops of which

a

they are composed.

«¢ It is peculiarly incumbent on th
attack made by the 2d battalion of the 14th
colonel Nichqll,

of which

e Licutenant-general to no-

tice the vigorous
-regiment, under the command of Lieutenant-
which drove the enemy out of the village on the left,

Il he had for a mﬁmgn!: pos_ﬁeﬁsed himself.
¢¢ The exertions of Lieutenant-qﬂluuﬁl Murray, Quarter-mas-
ter-general, and the other Ofiicers of the General Staff, during

the action, were unremitted, and deserve every degree of ap-
probation.
¢ The illness of Brigadier-general Clinton, Adjutant-general,

deprived the Army of the benefit of his services.

unfortunately
umbers,

¢ The Lieutenant-general hopes the lossin point of n
is not so considerable as might have been expected. He la-

ments, however, the fall of the gallant soldiers and valuabie
officers who have suffered. | '
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human foreﬁghtﬁ could prevent, unfortu-
nately placed the conduct of the affairs

* He knows that it is inpossible, in any Ianguagé he can use,
to enhance the esteem, or diminish the regret, that the army
feels in common with him for its late commﬁder. His ca-
reer has been unfortunately too limited for his country, but
has been sufficient for his own fame, Beloved by the Army,
honoured by his S_ﬂTE'!'Eigll; and respected by his Cﬂuntry, he
has terminated a life devoted to her service by a glorious

‘death, leaving his name as a memorial, an example, and an

incitement to those who shall follow him in the path of ho-

nour ; and it is from his counltry alone, that his memory can
receive the tribute which is its due,

- The following elegant tribute of the illusl;r'iquu Commander-
n-Chief, to the memory of Sir John Moore, by. his General
Orders of the 1st of February, is truly deserving of record.

- GENERAL ORDERS.
**"The benefits derived to our army from the example of a
distinguished Commander, do not terminate at his death : his
virtues live in the recollection of his associates, and his fame

_ remains the strongest incentive to great and glorious actions,
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of the Spanith patriots, under the {uperin-
tendence of the perfons previoufly alluded

< In this view, the Commandes-in-Chief, amidst the deep
and universal regret which the death of Lieutenant-general
Sir John Muure' has pccasioned, recals to the troops the mili-
tary career of that illustrious Officer for their instruction and
imitation. _

« Sir John Moore, from his youth, embraced the profession
with the feelings and sentiments of a soldier ; he felt, that a
perfect knowledge, and an exact performance of the humble
but important duties of a Subaltern Officer, are the best
foundations for subsequent militarjr fame ; and his ardent
mind, while it loeked forward to thase brilliant achievements
for which it was formed, applied itself, with energy and exems
plary assiduity, to the duties of that station.

<¢ In the school of regimental duty, he obtained that correct
knowledge of his profession so essential to thc.prnper direction
of the gallant spirit of the soldier; and he was enabled teo
establish .a characteristic order and regularity of conduct, be-
cause the troops found in their leader a striking example of the
discipline which he enforced on others. '

« Having risen to command, he signalized his name i
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to; men who were ihcompetent to dif«
charge with propriety the arduous duties
of military command, and to whofe inca-
pacity were added the crimes of corrup-
tion and treafon; being biafled, not by a
fenfe of honour and patriotifm; but by
avarice, and their own eafe, fafety, and

riches. Thefe defpicable creatures of in-

trigue and favour, however, have been

the West Indies, in Holland, and n Egypt. The unremitting "
attention with which he devoted himself to the duties of every
branch of his profession, obtained him the confidence of Sir
Ralph Abercromby, and he became the companion in arms of
that illustrious officer, who fell at the head of his victorious
troops, in an action which maintained our national sﬁpﬁriurity
over the arms of France.

‘¢ Thus Sir John Moore at an early period obtained, with
general approbation, that conspicuous station, in which he
gloriously terminated his useful and honourable life.

“ In a military character, obtained amidst the ciangers nlf
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unmaiked, and expofed to the contempt
and hatred of which they are {o richly
deferving from their injured countrymen :

and we may now with confidence expett

climate, the privations incident to service, and the sufferings
of repeated wounds, it is difficult to select any one point as 2
preferable subject for praise: it exhibits, however, one feature

so particularly characteristic of the man, and so imporiant te
the best interests ef the service, that the Commander-m-Chief
is pleased to mark it with his peculiar approbation.

¢ The life of Sir John Moore was spent among the troops.

¢ During the season of repose, his time was devoted to the
care and instruetion of the Officer and soldier; in war, he
courted service in every quarter of the globe. Regardless of
personal considerations, he esteemed that to which his country
called him, the post of honour, and by his undaunted spirit,
and unconquerable perseverance, he pointed the way to
victory. |

¢ His country, the object of his latest solicitude, will rear

a monument to his Jamented memory; and the Commander-
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that the difafters or treachery of a *Cafta-
nos or a - Morla will foon be counterba-

in-Chief feels he is paying the best tribute to his fame by thus
holding him forth as an example to the army.

“ By order of his Royal Highness tha Commander-in-Chief,

‘ HARRY CAI.VERT Adj.-gen.
6 Hurm Guards, Feb. 1, 1809.”

#* Qeneral O'Neil in his dispatch to the bmve Palafox, crmng
an account of ‘what fell under his observation at the battle of
Tuleda, describes the loss of it as al;l:nbutable to the miscon-
duct of Castanos, who was the GGIHMdET*iﬂ*Chlﬁf —He was
also accused of treachery, and that he sold the event of the
day to Bunaparte After praising the conduct of the other
officers, and the different corps under his command, General
O’Neil concluded by observing, that had his Division been

supported as he expected by the centre of the army, the battle
- of Tuleda would have terminated most gloriously for Spain,

TThe treachery of Don Thomas Morla is too well known to
require comment; and his conduct in the sarrender of Madrid
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lanced by the ficeelTes and patrmnfm of a
*Palafnx and a Duke de 1. Infantado. +

in" t‘ha manner }ne dld was mmt cuntempt:hle At t_!lﬁ mumeht
he was barn'&smng a.way his own honour, and as far as he wa-,s
capable, the glﬂl‘j’ of his country, he capltulated fnr the pre-
bervatmn of their places tu those who were in the s:tuatmn of

T 3

publu: functmnanes L

" 'This fellow had the ﬂunsummate 1mpudeuce to address a
I.etl;er to the mhab;tants of | Gadlz, 11:1 December Iasl:, exhnrtmﬂ'
them to submit to the Corsican Usurper, and another to the
Supmm&' Junta, in defence of ilis"infamnus_ proceedings, both
of which Wefe'ﬂmnsigued to the degradation they deservecl _

* The extraordinary abilities and bravery of Ganeral Pala-
fox' are ‘of the most dtstingmshed kmd and the exertions he
has made forithe defence of Saragossa, justly entitles him to
the appellation of an hero.  From 40,000 to 50,000 lreuch
under the command of General Muncey recently sat duwn be-
fore 1t; and Palafox, by a ﬂag of truce, was aiﬁ:red verjr' _
aﬂmtageuus terms of capitulation if he would surrender, he

returned for answer, “ Never can I cap:tulate or mrrender;
talk of that when I am dead.” Btmn' farther ‘told that all

1
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There are doubtlefs alfo many other noble

7 r_,_tl"_ b o o .:..-_ l-‘rTDP g r'ii -ﬂ""!.r

Spaniards i polffion of cqual cathufiafn

Spmn was in the power uf the French, a,r‘\cl1 th?t he co -'}ﬂ}'p'

aet odt 4 o seried (s :‘:am.:-" ' SRS

no huPa of es-tablmhmg a t:u munma}mn mth any qgl}f.tr;:gu,un

bety nd S0 k;'&?r::“ Ty O Bif

tr]r, be repl‘xed‘ s Mj’ mmn%numcat:ans are npqn w1th every M

5% M € a3 Ddd

nf Spam, andqmth the whnle wm-ld ! and if they,; were cut nﬁ}

:154 [ ll' .‘ ‘.-i-u-l-

m;r 'ﬁaynﬁets would agam restore them.” He added l, that h g

. R f\‘n J_hl
was not in a mtuatmn to apply fnr a capil ul:]\tmn; ¢ for,” said

B0 ™ 8 570 ! 'l_'.jl &

fle « :f I had Dl]lj" n ﬁﬁh part nﬁ the su}drerp that I actually

IO BVLIE]

]ﬁ:we, shuu]d stlil ranqmsh }ruu{_as l]llﬂ plmns of Arragon, co-

{3, e d

vered wlth yﬂur bnﬂieﬂ, t:an teat;fy 3 and hcmg now at the hf:gd

uf a numermu and mvmmble arm wi
| ol i A1 endeayour to e

yuur tutal extermmntmn.

HibTo88Y s ad’'l

& ‘ u I'

st aken Jnyalty and attachment to hu sovereign, hayving; as well

.[l] ML CREL

as the mse; and digmfiqd Dnn Pedro de Ceyallos, resisted every,

..l--.-

| atte:u:tpt of. the usurper at Bayonne to induce him; to take park

.m his desugnn uf placmg lus bm{.her JpseILh Napoleon .on thg;
thl;nne ﬂf Terdinand the Seventh, The Duke,is said to be about;

1.rJI pEJ 1i = 22l

26 years of age. He commands a numerous division, of the.
'“t'}%?fthp,patnpncarmp . B B R

=

+¥1Th¢ Dqke de. L’Infmtado is au dln&trlm;; -example ,qf,' uns
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th'*d:—'u'a:fff::nul1' which Ehﬁmtrmfh thefe ﬂ'reat
and good men, anxioufly awamnn' a fa-
vourable opportumty of excrtmg them-
ﬁ!fVJﬁ?ifl the caufe of their country |
'f’he arrlvai m this country Gf fo dif-
fi)ﬂ’gm ed a chara'&er as Dm Pedro Ce-
%&L 05, no lefs érrimént as a ﬂatefman,
t’hh"ﬁ' amiable for hlS unfhakcn and ncor-

o . e=

ruptIEIe onalty and ﬁdeilty to his unfortu-
néfe léélfiﬁ)éte fovel ewn, mfplres the
moft fatnguulf: hopes that hlS Britannic
ﬁlajeﬂ'y S Gwemrnent is ﬁ:f/ determmed

- - - ‘- |"

eff'e&ual affiftance to the patriotic mha-
bitants of Spain, in the noble and glo-
rious tatk of défendinﬂ* the rights of
their beloved monarch; and afferting their
libérty and mdepenaence againft ' the
ufurpations of a ferocious and infatiable
individual, who, by the Supremé Junta
(-
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of the knlgdom, has been appmpnately
{tigmatized as * z‘ée memy of. God aﬂd
mm..”* |

- I have infenfs bly e1ﬂarﬂ'ed this letter far
“beyond the limits originally mtended
and I feel that I may. (Perhaps) have been
guilty of too great prefumptian, i in havmg
taken the liberty to obtrude my_ humble
fentiments on the Public thi’buﬂ'h the me-
dium of an addrefs to one of his Ma_]eﬂy S
Secretaries of State.———On thlS pomt I
have only to offer as an apology, th¢
affurance that 1 have been mﬂuenced

W .

* His Excellency Don Pédru'bevallns is Knight of the Grand
- Cross of the Royal and d:stmﬂ'ulsbed Order of Charles the
Third, Lord of the Bedchamber, Privy Counsellor: and princi-
pal Secretary of State, and Ambassador Extmurdlpary from
the Government of Spain to his Majesty the King':n:f Great

Britain,
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alone by a good ‘ntention, and the real

nd fincere intereft I feel in behalf of the
caufe in which the people of Spain are¢
engaged againit 2 tyrant, who may with

propriety be termed the fcourge of the

univerie.

fhaﬁé the hmmur tc.::pbe,
With great refped, -
My Lorcl, g

p—— _._-.-_ﬂ'-
‘' Printed by W. Lewis, Paternoster-row.




L=

=

) i
% : L o 4}
- _'ll rL
i M H‘I |
L] F' .
& . 3
- WY i1l
[}
£ "
""'frrh.,-.,‘-
Ei B e
s J3

-



